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It’s Fall Roundup Time! 
 With schools open, everything is getting back to normal after an active summer.  
NOW is the time to get serious about getting your unit back on a regular schedule.  First, 
ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ {ŎƻǳǘƛƴƎ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊƛƴƎ 
organization and neighborhood.  Plan the best Join Us meeting possible.  Promote it through 
ŦƭȅŜǊǎΣ ǇƻǎǘŜǊǎΣ ȅŀǊŘ ǎƛƎƴǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ ōȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ 
boys invite a friend.  Your unit commissioner should be invited to help, plus the district membership team is available to help.  
Make it a big event aimed at showing how great your unit is.  After the event turn in all youth and adult applications and fees 
immediately so your annual Rechartering kit will list all new members on its roster.  Then get all new adults to attend training. 
 The council has many new materials to help your pack recruit as many boys as possible.  These materials include; flyers, 
posters, yard signs, invitations, stickers, and parent pamphlets.   
 Make sure that your flyers get to all prospects and that you publicize your sign up date well in advance so all interested 
boys and parents can attend.  Recruitment of adults is just as important as signing up the youth so pay particular attention to 
that aspect.  Follow up all loose ends and be prepared to turn in all applications and fees as soon as possible. 
 Units should set goals for the fall roundup by looking at where their unit ended in membership at the end of last Decem-
ōŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ǊƻǳƴŘǳǇ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ {ŎƻǳǘƛƴƎ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀll 
youth and families in your area.  Packs are also encouraged to send a letter to all current members reminding them that the Pack 
is getting started again after the summer break.  It is a good time to keep those members from dropping out and keep the lead-
ers as well. 
Bobcat Boot Camp 
 Each new Cub Scout that has signed up prior to September 30th is invited to attend Bobcat Boot Rookie camp on Satur-
day, October 3rd at Rhodes France Scout Reservation.  If the new Cub Scout was recruited by a current Cub Scout, the recruiter 
may also attend. 
 The day will begin at 9:00am with registration and conclude by 3:00pm.  The program will consist of BB guns, archery, 
crafts, and a nature hike.  Lunch will be served at no cost. 
 Remember, this is NOT a pack activity.  This is an event designed for new Cub Scouts and those who recruited them.  
Each Cub planning to attend needs to RSVP to the Council Service Center at 217-429-2326 or 1-800-416-2328.  This will enable 
the council staff to have enough food on hand for lunch.  This will be a great day of fun and is an excellent way to introduce the 
new Scouts to the outdoor program.  For more information contact the Council Service Center today. 

2010 Membership Fee Increase 
 The National BSA has decided to increase the membership registration fee to $15 (we collect $16 to cover the acci-
dent and sickness insurance for all members) beginning January 1, 2010.  The Exploring fee will remain at $10.  this is the first 
membership increase since 2003, and was deemed necessary to continue the support of the program at its current level.  
National will do its best to hold that new fee for at least 3 years.  As your unit does its annual budget, please take these new 
fees into account. 
 As a reminder, this fee will be the one used for Rechartering this year.  All units in the council expire on December 
31st, 2009, with the recharters having an effective date of January 1st, 2010.  Please keep this in mind when collecting fees 
for next year. 



 

 

 

 

 

Service Center: 

(217) 429-2326 
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{Ŏƻǳǘ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ 
Message 

Christian J. Long, SE 
Here We Go! 
 
Fall roundups are upon us and you have been busy recruiting new boys and their parents into the best youth program in the 
world.  The kids are bright-eyed and excited about the new world of adventure that awaits them.  The parents are probably 
excited for their kids, but also a little apprehensive about what awaits them.  Undoubtedly you asked all of your new parents 
for their help this year.  Some of the parents signed up enthusiastically, others had the look of a deer in the headlights.  Re-
member, they are new to this and really have little idea about what will happen next! 
 
¢ƘŜ /ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ CŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ /ǳō {Ŏƻǳǘ [ŜŀŘŜǊΧ 
WOOT!  You got them signed up, now what?  Here is a list of some of the things that you may want to consider as you get 
your new leaders ready for their responsibilities: 

1. Make sure they get registered!  This ensures that they are covered by insurance and begin getting vital information 
through Scouting Magazine. 

2. Assign a current leader or past leader to be a mentor and share experiences, act as a resource, and offer encourage-
ment.  Remember, NOBODY has come into Cub Scouting knowing exactly what to do! 

3. Provide all the necessary support materials to your new leaders ς Cub Scout Leader Book, Program Helps, forms, 
calendars etc. 

4. Help the new leader get online and take Fast Start Training!  This may be the most important thing you can do. 
5. Educate them on all of the upcoming training opportunities and encourage them to attend (maybe even attend with 

them!): Basic Training, Roundtable, BALOO, and other supplemental training courses. 
6. !ƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƭƭȅΧ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŦǳƴΗ  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘ ŀ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŀƭŦ-way 

through the year. 
 
Do these things and you will have an abundance of leaders who will do an excellent job.  Happy leaders who feel well-
supported will stay involved longer, and will actually attract new leaders.  Thanks for all you do ς you have taken on a very 
meaningful position in the Boy Scouts of America! 
 
Yours in Scouting, 
 
Christian J. Long 



 

Serving Macon and Piatt counties. 

District Chairman 
Sid Palmer - (217) 963-2306 - arms5il@yahoo.com 

District Commissioner 
Pam Roberts - (217) 521-9284 - pam.roberts@adm.com 

District Director 
Tom McGehee - (c) (217) 521-3059 tom.mcgehee@scouting.org 

October 
 
1 - Commissioner’s Meeting 
3 - Bobcat Boot Camp 
6 - District Committee Meeting 
8 - Rountable for All Leaders 
12 - Columbus Day - Service Center              
        Closed 
 

 
 
13 - Pack Trainer Training 
16-18 - Spookoree @ RFSR 
20 - Cub Leader Specific Training 
23 - Popcorn Sale Ends 
23-25 - Camp Inferno @ RFSR 
26 - Popcorn Orders Due 

Railsplitter District Calendar 

Railsplitter 
District 

Roundtable 
Roundtable is the second Thursday of every 
ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ тΥллǇƳΣ ŀǘ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 
Church, Decatur.  It is a forum for program 
ideas, sharing of ideas with other Scout lead-
ers, up to date information on upcoming 
events, and great Scouting fellowship.  Make 
sure your unit is in the loop - make sure your 
unit is at Roundtable. 
 
Note: 2009 - 2010 Council Program Calendars 
ŀƴŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 5±5Ωǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 
at Roundtable. 

Snappy Scout  
Salutes!! 
To the following Scouts and Scouters from 
Railsplitter District who were recently inducted 
as Vigil Honor members of the Woapink Lodge: 
Daniel Hinze - Troop 104, Christian Rau - 
Troop 202, John Salogga - Troop 104, Alex 
Wetzel - Troop 81, Fred Saurmann - Railsplit-
ter Unit Commissioner, David Salogga - Troop 
104. 
 
To Angie Ward for her outstanding service as 
the Railsplitter District Popcorn Chairman! 
 
To Kathleen Outzen and Tom Logue for volun-
teering to serve as Roundtable Commissioners 
for the 2009 - 2010 Scout Program Year! 

From Your District Director 
Hello!  I am Tom McGehee, and I have the honor of starting my new position as 
the new Railsplitter District Director.  I am excited with this new opportunity, 
and look forward working and serving the outstanding volunteers of the 
Railsplitter District and the Lincoln Trails Council.  I am an Eagle Scout, Vigil 
Honor Member of the Order of the Arrow, and a James E. West Fellow.  I also 
served 8 years as a Boy Scout Summer Camp Director, including 4 years at Rho-
des France Scout Reservation. 
 
Thank you for the outstanding work you are doing with your units.  You are 
making a difference in the lives of countless youth.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you have questions or need assistance.  I can be reached at the 
Council Service Center at 217-429-2326 or tom.mcgehee@scouting.org. 

Race to Cub Scouting Reminder! 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ άǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƴƛƎƘǘŜǊέΦΦΦƻŦŦŜǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ 
ōƻȅǎ ǿƘƻ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ  CƭȅŜǊǎΣ ǇƻǎǘŜǊǎΣ .ƻȅǎΩ 
Life mini-magazines and more are still available at the Council Service Center 
for your use. 
 
It is important that all new Cub Scout and Adult Leader applications are turned 
in to the Council Service Center as soon as possible. 
 
Your District Membership Team stands ready to assist you in being successful.  
Please contact Shad Edwards, Phil Outzen, or your District Director Tom McGe-
hee if you have questions or need assistance. 

Charter Packets Available in Oct. 
2010 Unit Charter Packets will be available at the October 8th Roundtable.  
Your Unit Commissioner stands ready to assist you with the chartering process.  
5ƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ¦ƴƛǘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ ƛǎΚ  /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ 
Pam Roberts for contact information.  If you need help with the process you 
can contact Council Registrar Matt Kaufman at the Council Service Center. 



 

District Chairman 
Becky Wilson - (618) 428-5495  bewilson78@hotmail.com 

District Commissioner 
Dennis Hostetter - (h) (217) 459-2784  draks@consolidated.net   

District Executive 
Doug Zaring - (h) 217-347-2745  (c) 217-620-0772   

douglas.zaring@scouting.org 
Serving Christian, Effingham, Fayette,  

Moultrie, and Shelby counties. 

Two Rivers 
District 

Friends of Scouting 
 We are currently scheduling family 
Friends of Scouting presentations in all units 
to start in October of this year for the 2010 
campaign.  Please contact your District Execu-
tive Doug Zaring to schedule a time for this 
presentation at a pack meeting, troop court of 
honor or other family activity. 

Roundtable 
Shelbyville United Methodist Church 
October 8th - 7:00pm 
 
 We have been having a lot of fun at 
our Roundtables, come on out and have some 
fun too.  Roundtables are for all of the unit 
leaders to get together and share ideas.  If you 
have not been to a Roundtable recently, you 
have truly missed out.  We have prizes for first 
time attendees.  We will also have a drawing 
at the end of the year from those that have 
attended Roundtables for some cool Scout 
stuff.  Your name will be entered into the 
drawing one time for each Roundtable that 
you attend.  There is also a lot of information 
handed out at each Roundtable.  These meet-
ings are held on the second Thursday of each 
month.  Come on out and have some fun with 
us. 

Crossover 
Packs should be holding fun and exciting crossover ceremonies for the boys 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ .ƻȅ {ŎƻǳǘǎΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ .ƻȅ {Ŏƻǳǘ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ 
right.  If you need help with this please contact Doug Zaring at 217-620-0772. 

Blue and Gold 
Banquets 
 It is time to start 
planning your Blue and Gold 
Banquets for 2010.  Please 
contact your District Execu-
tive as soon as possible with 
your dates.  Remember, the 
Blue and Gold Banquet 
should be the highlight ex-
perience for your Cub 
Scouts each year. 

Roundup 
Well folks, Fall Roundup is once again upon us.  I have heard from most of you 
and have dates set for Join Us nights.  I am working to get everything set up to 
help each of you have a successful roundup this year.  If you want any posters, 
flyers, or any other recruitment materials, please let me know as soon as pos-
sible and I can get them to you. 

 

Two Rivers District Calendar 

National Public Lands Day 
On September 26th National 
Public Lands day was ob-
served by groups coming out 
and helping at their favorite 
National Public Land.  Herrick 
Troop 98 and Charleston 
Troop 141 were part of sev-
eral groups that gathered at 
Lake Shelbyville to help with 
improvements on the Dam 
West area.  Troop 141 scraped 
paint off the beach gates and 
Troop 98 cleaned the beach area of debris, cleaned a playground area and 
spread mulch.  Lunch was provided and then the two groups got together to 
look for some geo-caches in the area.  They earned 4 service hours by partici-
pating in this event and 1 free night of camping.  If you or your group is inter-
ested, the National Public Lands Day happens every September on the last 
weekend.  Remember anytime your group does a good turn to report it on 
www.goodturnforamerica.org. 



October 
 
1 - Roundtable - 7:00pm 
3 - Bobcat Bootcamp @ RFSR 
15 - District Commissioner &  
        Committee Meetings 
16-18 - Spookoree @ RFSR 
 

 
 
17 - Cub Leader Training @ RFSR 
23 - Popcorn Sale Ends 
23-25 - Camp Inferno @ RFSR 
24 - Boy Scout Leader Specific Trng. 
26 - Popcorn & Prize Orders Due 

 

District Chairman 
Keith Kohanzo - (h) (217) 348-5860  kkkohanzo@eiu.edu 

District Commissioner 
Scott Ross - (h) (217) 932-5864  (c) (217) 294-2132  sar1999@aol.com 

District Executive 
Ellen Watkins - (c) (217) 620-7205  ellen.watkins@scouting.org Serving Clark, Coles, Crawford, Cumberland, 

Edgar, and Jasper counties. 

Redhawk District Calendar 

Redhawk 
District 

Fall Roundup 
Fall Round-up materials were distributed at 
the August Roundtable.  Units received in 
ŘŜǇǘƘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άaȅ .Ŝǎǘ CǊƛŜƴŘ ƛǎ 
ŀ {Ŏƻǳǘέ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ  .ȅ ƴƻǿ ŀƭƭ 
packs should have scheduled their boy talks 
and join us nights with the schools in there 
are.  Please remember to turn in your flier 
request form to the Council Service Center or 
District Executive no later than 10 days prior 
to your boy talks.  If you are in need of addi-
tional round-up materials please contact your 
District Executive Ellen Watkins. 

Roundtable 
Roundtables are held the first Thursday of 
each month at 7:00pm at the First Christian 
Church in Casey.  All units should attend as 
this is your opportunity to receive important 
information concerning upcoming district and 
council events, learn new skills, and interact 
with other leaders just like yourself.  These 
meetings are not just for Scoutmaster and 
Cubmasters, they are open to any leader, 
committee member, or parents in your unit 
who wants to help improve your program. 

Popcorn 
Our 2009 popcorn sale is well underway with 
26 units selling!  Please remember that all 
popcorn and prize orders will be due by noon 
on October 26th.  Chris Miller will be contact-
ing all unit popcorn kernels to confirm delivery 
location and if your unit will be participating in 
the prize program.  This year Redhawk units 
will have the option to pick up their product at 
Bolin Enterprises, Inc. in Casey or in Effing-
ham.  For additional popcorn fliers or informa-
tion, please contact Chris Miller at 217-549-
5271 or Ellen Watkins. 

2009 District Cubmobile Race 
On Saturday, August 1st, Redhawk District hosted their 5th annual Cubmobile 
wŀŎŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴΦ  ! ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ 
от /ǳō {Ŏƻǳǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ п ǇŀŎƪǎ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀŎƪΩǎ 
/ǳōƳƻōƛƭŜ ŎŀǊǎΦ  /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǳō 
Scouts who participated.  Redhawk District would like to extend our thanks to 
the City of Charleston for allowing us to block off 8th Street for the races.  Spe-
cial thanks also needs extended to Harrelson Plumbing, Heating and Air Condi-
tioning for their donation of a porta-potty for the event. 

Kyle Daubs Earns James M. 
Stewart Good 
Redhawk District is proud to announce that 
Eagle Scout Kyle Daubs or Troop 57 in 
Mattoon has earned the James M. Stewart 
Good Citizenship award.  Daubs received a 
пέ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƻƭƻǊ ŜƳōǊƻƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǇŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻƴȊŜ 
medal featuring Brigadier General James 
Stewart.  This award has been established 
by the James M. Stewart Museum Founda-
tion with the consent and cooperation of 
ǘƘŜ .ƻȅ {Ŏƻǳǘǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ tŜƴƴΩǎ ²ƻƻŘǎ 
Council and the family of James M. Stewart.  
The purpose of this award is to introduce Boy Scouts to the life of a great 
American.  Jimmy Stewart was born in Indiana, PA and grew up with a back-
ground in Scouting.  He remained involved with Scouting throughout his adult 
life.  It is hoped that the values of the Boy Scouts that were shared by Jimmy 
Stewart will become ingrained in each recipient of the award.  The Jimmy 
Stewart Museum is offering this award to a Boy Scout or Scouter who has ex-
emplified the characteristics necessary to live the life of a good citizen.  To 
earn the award, Scouts are required to complete the Jimmy Stewart Museum 
Quiz, write an essay of not less than 500 words, and do a good citizenship pro-
ject in their community in honor of James M. Stewart.  Additional information 
on this award can be found at http://www.jimmy.org/scoutaward. 



Summer Camp 2010!!! 
{ǳƳƳŜǊ /ŀƳǇ ŀǘ wƘƻŘŜǎ CǊŀƴŎŜ {Ŏƻǳǘ wŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊ ¢ǊƻƻǇΩǎ Ім ǎǳƳƳŜǊ 
destination!  Former Summer Camp Program Director Matt Kaufman will be serving as 
the Camp Director for the 2010 camping season.  Matt has served on the staff at Rhodes 

France Scout Reservation for a total of 4 years.  He has also served as a Scoutmaster of 
Troop 31 in Argenta and is currently the Lodge Adviser for Woapink Lodge, Order of the Ar-

row.  Nathan Monney, former Summer Camp Health Officer, will be serving as the Program Di-
rector for 2010.  Nathan has spend many summers on staff at Rhodes France Scout Reservation and is looking 
ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎǘŀŦŦΦ 
 
нлмл ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀǊƪ wƘƻŘŜǎ CǊŀƴŎŜ {Ŏƻǳǘ wŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ олǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƻȅ 
{Ŏƻǳǘǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ мллǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ  .Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ 
great summer filled with fun for all who attend. 
 

Troops who have adopted a campsite have until December 1st to reserve their campsite for the week of their 
choice.  All other Troops can sign up now, but if an adopted site Troop signs up for their campsite, you will have 
to switch sites.  A $50.00 campsite fee is required to reserve your favorite week and campsite. 
 
Applications to be on staff for the 2010 summer season are available from the Council Service Center.  If you 
would like to be a member of the team please contact Matt Kaufman, Camp Director, at 217-521-4044 or 
matt.kaufman@scouting.org.  Applications should be turned in by November 1st, 2009 for the best chances of 
ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀŦŦΦ  aŀƴȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜƭŀȅΣ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ ƴƻǿ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ 
of the fun in 2010. 

2010 Campsite Reservations Meet Phil Cloe 
It is our pleasure 
to introduce the 
new Camp 
Ranger at Rhodes 
France Scout 
Reservation, Mr. 
Phil Cloe.  Phil 
worked at sum-
mer camp this year as a maintenance 
person and showed tremendous 
initiative and concern for making 
camp the best it can be for our mem-
bers.  Phil worked for the City of 
Pana, taking care of their parks and 
grounds for many years.  He is also 
proficient with all of the tools and 
machinery at camp, and has experi-
ence in repairing just about anything 
you can think of.  Perhaps the best 
thing about Phil is his attitude and 
demeanor - he always has a smile 
and is willing to help our campers 
whenever he can.  The next time you 
visit Rhodes France Scout Reserva-
tion, please take time to say hello 
and welcome our new Camp Ranger! 

Summer Camp Dates 
If you look at the chart above you will notice that there are only three 
weeks of summer camp listed.  Next summer, Rhodes France Scout Res-
ervation will only offer camp the weeks of June 13 - 19, 20 - 26, and 27 - 
July 3.  This change is based on the total attendance over the last couple 
of summers.  If the number of Scouts attending camp climbs in the fu-
ture, then the fourth week would be added back in.   
 
Be sure to mark this change on your calendars! 



Properties Committee 
Updated 
Have you seen Rhodes France Scout Reservation lately?  
²ƻǿΗ  Lǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ 
ƛƴ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ Ŏŀōƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
place.  The council Properties Committee has done an 
amazing job taking care of the camp so that you and 
your Scouts can enjoy the place.  Some improvements 
that you may have heard about include: 
1. New cabins - for staff during summer camp, avail-

able for rent year-round 
2. Updated Ranger house 
3. Lots of new plumbing throughout camp 
4. Lots of work on the pool including new valves, 

paint, and repairs on the motor and pump 
5. New tent platforms in Anamet North Campsite - 

boy are those nice! 
6. Shooting Range has new siding and has been 

painted 
7. New pavilion being erected at Ambucs Campsite 
8. !ƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƭƭȅΧΦ/ƛǘȅ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ŎŀƳǇ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ 

in 2010!!!! 

New Executive Board 
Members 
Richard Nolte, Council President, is honored to announce 
the addition of two new Executive Board members of the 
Lincoln Trails Council.  Members of the Executive Board 
perform many vital functions for the council, including fi-
nancial stewardship and good governance.  Each of our 
Executive Board members also holds a functional role 
within the council. 
 
Dan Brookman has been serving as the Council Properties 
Chairman for a couple years, and has done amazing work at 
Rhodes France Scout Reservation.  He brings a wealth of 
Scouting knowledge and experience to the board, and has 
been a stalwart addition at summer camp as the Shooting 
Sports Director, along with his wife Diane. 
 
Bob Wetzel is our new Council Camping Chairman and will 
oversee camping programs for Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and 
Venturers.  A special emphasis will be put on camp promo-
tions at all levels.  Bob is a Fire Captain assigned to the Fire 
Prevention Division of the Decatur Fire Department.  His 
responsibilities include public education, fire investigation, 
plan review, code enforcement, and public relations.   
 
Welcome Aboard gentlemen! Annual Recharter 

In early October all traditional units will receive their 
packets from their commissioners to recharter their 
units for the year 2010.  We will be using internet re-
charting again this year.  Each packet will contain infor-
mation on how to complete this process.  You will be 
able to complete your charter online without the hassle 
of overflow sheets.  Once complete you will print your 
charter roster, obtain signatures and fees needed, and 
turn this all in to the Service Center.  Begin now to as-
sure that all leadership positions are filled.  Recheck 
your unit budget plan to assure that you have enough 
to cover all of the fees.  Your popcorn income may as-
sist you with the total fee.  Be sure to ask your unit 
commissioner for help if you need it.  Your commis-
sioner is an important part of the rechartering process 
and can be your key as-
sistant in completing this 
task.  If you have any 
questions about the re-
charter process please 
contact -Council Regis-
trar Matt Kaufman at 
217-429-2326 or 
makaufma@bsamail.org. 

P.R.A.Y. Awards Have 
New Look 
(St. Louis, Missouri) - The P.R.A.Y. Religious Emblems Pro-
gram for Protestant and Independent Christian Churches 
Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōǊŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ƭƻƻƪΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪōƻƻƪǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ άŦŀŎŜ ƭƛŦŜέ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
July 2009. 
 
This fresh new look is a blend of the traditional and con-
temporary.  The recognitions retain the cross on the shield, 
but they feature a new four-floor cross representing the 
four programs in the Protestant series: God and Me (red), 
God and Family (yellow), God and Church (blue), and God 
and Life (green). 
 
This new look coincides with a name change.  Rather than 
ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άDƻŘ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅέ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ 
ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ tw!¸ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘπ
ǳŀƭ ƳŜŘŀƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǎŀȅ άDƻŘ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅέ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 
the specific program name, i.e. God and Me, God and Fam-
ily, etc. 



Cub Scouts Supporting Evan 
Evan Springman is a Bear Scout in Ramsey Pack 121 which 
is in Lincoln Trails Council in Illinois.  He attends 3rd grade at 
Vandalia Community School.  Evan is the son of Angie and 
Brice Springman.  Angie is an Assistant Den Leader for Ram-
sey Pack 121.  Evan has never been a popular kid at school 
and he is not athletic.  He has always been shy and awk-
ward.  Cub Scouts have given him the opportunity to find 
things that he is good at and that he can accomplish.  He 
loves to receive patches and belt loops because he has 
earned them and it gives him a sense of pride.  The best 
thing about Cub Scouts he always feels loved and accepted.  
Scouts always support him and never tease him. At Sum-
mer Camp Evan really wanted to learn how to dive.  The 
whole two hours he was in the pool, Evan did nothing but 
practiced his diving skills over and over with no suc-
cess.  The Boy Scout lifeguard, Paul Zaring and all the cub 
scouts were so encouraging to him and at one point they 
were all cheering his name loud and clear.  Evan looked like 
ƘŜ ǿŀǎ άYƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘέΦ IŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƪƴŜǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ 
like to win at something! 
 
This summer Evan started having small seizures.  After hav-
ing an MRI in June, doctors determined that Evan had a 
Brain Tumor.  On his way to Webelos Woods, Evan had a 
major seizure and was taken to the hospital where he 
seized for 2.5 hours despite anti-seizure medication that he 
was given.  From there he was airlifted to Cardinal Glennon 
Hospital in St. Louis, MO where they determined the extent 
of his tumor.  After new x-rays, the doctor said that they 
would not know what kind of mass it was until they were 
able to test it.  The doctor also said that the mass had 
pushed everything in the brain to the limit and it would 
have to come out.  He explained that this would be a risky 
operation.  The mass is by all the nerves that control vision, 
hearing, memory and various other vital functions.  There 
would also be the risk of hemorrhage due to it being next 
ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀǊǘŜǊȅΦ  9ǾŀƴΩǎ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ ǿŀǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 
22, 2009. 
 
!ǘ ŀ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻƴŜ ǿŜŜƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ 9Ǿŀƴ 
was told that he would have to have his head shaved.  He 
was upset about this and did not want to have a bald head.  
Neighboring St. Elmo Pack 444 and Brownstown Pack 118 
decided to see if any of their scouts would be interested in 
shaving their heads to support Evan.  Leaders thought that 
they would have 10-15 scouts willing to participate.  Pack 
444 Cubmaster, Dale Sperry contacted St. Elmo barber, 
Larry Stolte.  Larry donated his time and business with the 
help of former cosmetologists Marge Sperry and Tamela 
Polanin to shave a total of THIRTY-SIX scouts and leaders.  
The St. Elmo Fire Department wanted to help also so they 
brought a fire truck over for the scouts to tour after their 
άƘŀƛǊ ŎǳǘǎέΦ 
 

At this time Evan 
was in isolation at 
home and could not 
attend the event but 
pictures were e-
mailed to him.  He 
was excited about 
the pictures and 
could not wait to 
have his head 
shaved so he could 
ōŜ άŎƻƻƭέ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 
/ǳō {ŎƻǳǘǎΦ   9ǾŀƴΩǎ 
mom commented, 
άLǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ƳŜ 
the way the Cub 
Scouts have come 
together to support us during this difficult time.  I am so 
proud to be part of an organization that promotes confi-
ŘŜƴŎŜΣ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊƘƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘǿƛƭƭ ƛƴ ōƻȅǎΗέ 
 
9ǾŀƴΩǎ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ ǿŜƴǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΦ  5ƻŎǘƻǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
able to remove half of the tumor and were able to drain the 
cyst.  When he awoke from surgery he was able to remem-
ber everything.  Evan is currently at Cardinal Glennon Hos-
pital in St. Louis where he will spend at least a week.  From 
there he will be able to return home.  He will not be able to 
return to school for 4-5 weeks.  Evan will not be allowed to 
do any physical activities for six months to a year.   
 
Please keep Evan and his family in your prayers, as there is 
still a long recovery ahead for him. 

Evan & his mother 



Registration and Boys’ Life Fees for  
October & November (Including Insurance) 

Oct. Registration - $2.80   Boys’ Life - $3.00 
Nov. Registration - $1.85  Boys’ Life - $2.00   

Lincoln Trails Council Scout Shop 
262 W Prairie Ave. 

Decatur, IL 62523-1221 
 

(217) 429-2326 Fax (217)429-3326 
Toll Free: 1-800-416-2328 

Spookoree I I 
Due to the popularity of the 
Cub Scout Spookoree last 
October, Spookoree II is 
planned for the weekend of 
October 16 - 18 at Rhodes 
France Scout Reservation 
south of Pana.  Cub Scouts 
and their families are in-
vited to come and attend 
this exciting family fall festival and campout weekend.  
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǊƻŎƪŜǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
and launching, hayride camp tour with a mystery desti-
nation, crafts, scavenger hunt, and much more!  All 
participants are invited to bring a costume for our cos-
tume ball to be held on Sunday afternoon.  Prizes will 
be awarded in several different categories for both 
youth and adults.  Cub Scouts will have the opportunity 
ǘƻ ŜŀǊƴ ŦƻǳǊ ōŜƭǘ ƭƻƻǇǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛπ
ties: BB gun shooting, archery, wildlife conservation, 
and ultimate.  Siblings will participate in all activities 
except for BB guns and archery.  During this time sib-
lings will be making a marshmallow shooter so they can 
ǘŀƪŜ ŀ άǎƘƻǘέ ŀǘ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭΩǎ-eye along with their 
ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΗ  ¢ƘŜ ŦŜŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ϸрр ǇŜǊ 
Cub Scout and siblings and $35 per adult if registered 
prior to October 3rd.  Registrations received after Octo-
ber 3rd are subject to a $10 late fee per participant.  
Registration fees will include all meals (dinner Friday 
not provided), glow-in-the-dark RFSR plastic mug, 
patch, and all program materials needed for the week-
end.  Fliers and registration forms for the Spookoree 
were mailed to all packs in August.  If additional copies 
of the flier or registration form are needed, they are 
posted on the Council Website.  Volunteers are needed 
to help with the many program areas, please contact 
either Greg Blackburn at gregblack-
burn@frontiernet.net or Ellen Watkins, Staff Advisor, 
at ellen.watkins@scouting.org if you would like to help.  
We look forward to seeing everyone there for a haunt-
ingly good time! 

Leader Training 
Scoutmaster & Assistant Scoutmaster Leader Specific 
Training will be available on Saturday, October 24 at 
RFSR during Camp Inferno.  Training will start at 9:00am 
and will end at approximately 5:00pm.  The cost of this 
training is $3 per person.  Pre-registration is available 
through the Service Center.  Walk-ins will also be ac-
cepted.  This training is required for all Scoutmasters 
and Assistant Scoutmasters as part of their basic leader 
training.  Webelos Den Leaders are also encouraged to 
ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜƴΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛπ
tion to Boy Scouting.  All participants will need to pro-
vide their own lunch. 

Cub Leader Training 
Cub Leader Specific Training will be offered at RFSR on Saturday, 
October 17 during Spookoree II.  Training will be available for all 
leaders in Cub Scouting.  This training is also recommended for any 
parent who would like to know more about the Cub Scouting pro-
gram but is not a registered leader.  The training session will begin 
at 8:15am and will end at approximately 3:00pm.  The cost for this 
training will be $5 per person to cover program materials.  Partici-
pants may either provide their own lunch or purchase a lunch ticket 
for $5. 
 
Pack Trainer Training will also be offered during the Spookoree II on 
Sunday, October 18.  By completing this training, your pack trainer 
will be able to train new pack leaders locally.  Two sessions will be 
available at 7:30am and 10:00am.  The cost for this training session 
will be $5 per person to cover program materials.  Pre-registration is 
available through the Service Center for both Cub Leader courses.  
Walk-ins will also be accepted but pre-registration is requested.  
Remember, every boy deserves a trained leader! 



Lodge Chief - Tyler Goeckner 
Lodge Adviser - Matt Kaufman 

Lodge Staff Adviser - Doug Zaring 

New Lodge Officers Elected 
 At the 2009 Woapink Lodge Fall Fellowship the ar-
rowmen of the lodge elected their new leaders.  Tyler Goeck-
ner of Troop 137 in Teutopolis was re-elected as the Lodge 
Chief for 2009-2010.  Andrew Martin from Troop 134 in De-
catur was elected as the Vice Chief of Activities.  The new 
Vice Chief of Inductions is Chris Buchanan of Troop 31 in Ar-
genta.  Christian Rau of Troop 202 in Decatur was elected 
Secretary/Treasurer of the lodge. 
 Chapter Chiefs were also elected at the Fall Fellow-
ship.  The new Redhawk Chapter Chief is Jesse Muhs from 
Troop 156 in Newton.  Michael Weber of Troop 3 in Effing-
ham was elected as Two Rivers Chapter Chief.  Drew Monney 
of Troop 31 in Argenta was elected as Railsplitter Chapter 
Chief. 
 
New Vigil Honor Members Inducted 
 At the 2009 Vigil Honor Weekend held September 
12th and 13th Woapink Lodge inducted 9 arrowmen into the 
Vigil Honor.  They were Christian Rau (Troop 202), John Sa-
logga (Troop 104), Tyler Goeckner (Troop 137), Alex Wetzel 
(Troop 81), Daniel Hinze (Troop 104), David Salogga (Troop 
104), Fred Saurmann (Railsplitter District Unit Commissioner),  
Doug Zaring (Two Rivers District Executive) and Chris Long 
(Council Scout Executive).  Congratulations to these out-
standing Scouts and Scouters. 
 
Annual Dues 
 Woapink Lodge has started collecting dues for the 
2010 year.  Arrowmen who have not paid their dues will re-
ceive a notice in the mail reminding them to do so by Decem-
ber 4th.  Any arrowman who does not do so will be dropped 
from membership in Woapink Lodge. 
 Remember, you must be a registered member of the 
Boy Scouts of America to be a member of the Order of the 
Arrow.  Those who are not will be removed from the lodge 
membership roster. 
 
 
 
Remember, all Lodge mailings are sent only to current paid 
members.  To check whether your dues are currently paid 
please contact Matt Kaufman at the Council Service Center. 

Subscribe to the E-Trailblazer 
 

If you would like to receive an e-mail 
notice when the Trailblazer is pub-
lished online please send an e-mail 

to Council Registrar Matt Kaufman at 
matt.kaufman@scouting.org. 

Order of the Arrow 
Woapink Lodge 

Pack 121 Says Thank You 
Friday I went to Cardinal-Glennon in St. Louis, to see Evan 
Springman. I was a bit worried on the way to his room, be-
cause of the number of things that could be wrong with Evan 
after a surgery like he just endured. When I got to his room in 
the PICU, I rounded the corner, and there on the bed in front 
of me was, Evan!! Not another version of Evan that was dif-
ferent in some way because of a side effect from surgery, but 
the same Evan that I last saw at a den meeting. His mother 
said that even the doctors could not believe how well he is 
recovering from the procedure. While I was there, he got out 
of bed, climbed up on and stood on a chair, and got his Nin-
tendo DS out of a bag, and then got down and back in bed. 
Angie (his mother) said the doctors told her that his balance 
may be messed up for a while due to the pressure that they 
relieved in surgery. She looked at me and asked "does it look 
like his balance is messed up?". I stayed and talked for a few 
minutes (while Evan played his DS) and said a prayer with 
them thanking God for answering all of our prayers, which 
leads me to the point. 
 

I want to say THANK YOU to each and every one of you who 
is praying for, and supporting Evan and his family. Words 
cannot describe how honored I am to know you, and be a 
part of our organization. Truly, there are no better people in 
the world than Scouters, and the concern that I have seen 
shown for one of our own is incredible. Evan is not "out of 
the woods" yet, but he will hopefully be home in the next 
few days and is hopefully on the road to recovery. Again, 
THANK YOU for your continuing prayers and support, God 
has shown us a miracle. 
 
May God bless each of you. 
  
Yours in Scouting, 
Greg Blackburn 



 
 

In Memory of Steve Sell: 
 
Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center 
Richard Siemer 
Coles County Assessment Office 
The Bill McNutt Family 
Ms. Letitia Swart 
Ms. Elizabeth Schilling 
Ms. Mary Kirts 
Ray Sparks 
James Culyer 
Gary Culyer 
Keith Kohanzo 
Marianna Sparks 
Jeffery Dole 
Robert Elder 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Ramsey 
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Kirts 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Vrem 
Mr. & Mrs. Ritchie Barnett 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Maris 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Hinze 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Twedt 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard DeBurh 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Ballinger 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Hayes 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Amyx 
Mr. & Mrs. Normand Masse 
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Madgiak 
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Rohr 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Lenney 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Briggerman 
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Las Belles 
 
In Memory of Larry Childress: 
 
Diana, Mike, Aaron, & Meghann Shipley 
 
 

 
 

 

The Memorial/Tribute 

Fund is an outstanding 

way to honor or remem-

ber a friend or family 

member as a living me-

morial and lasting trib-

ute.  It is an everlasting 

tribute to Scouting mark-

ing occasions such as 

birthdays, anniversaries, 

graduations, or recogni-

tions such as Eagle Scout 

or Silver Beaver.  

Landon Kunzelman - Troop 305 - Robinson 
Joseph Tirado-Grundvig - Troop 305 -  

Robinson 
Aaron Likes - Troop 43 - Mt. Zion 

Jeremiah Dial - Troop 96 - Mattoon 
Joshua Green - Troop 121 - Ramsey 

Zachary Glowski - Troop 120 - Decatur 
Christian Rau - Troop 202 - Decatur 

Samuel Jackson - Troop 141 - Charleston 
Jacob Province - Troop 401 - Vandalia 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 



Lincoln Trails Council Calendar 
October - November 

October 
 

3 - Bobcat Boot Camp @ RFSR 
 

3 - Service Center Open - 9:00am - 1:00pm 
 

4 - OA Lodge Executive Committee Meeting 
 

12 - Columbus Day - Service Center Closed 
 

13 - Council Properties Committee Meeting 
 

16-18 - Spookoree @ RFSR 
 

20 - Council Executive Committee Meeting 
 

23 - Popcorn Sale Ends 
 

23-25 - Camp Inferno @ RFSR 
 

26 - Popcorn & Prize Orders Due 

November 
 

1 - OA Lodge Executive Committee Meeting 
 

7 - Popcorn Distribution 
 

10 - Council Properties Committee Meeting 
 

11 - ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ - Service Center Closed 
 

17 - Council Executive Board Meeting 
 

19 - Council Program Committees Meeting 
 

21 - Council Membership Committee 
 

26-27 - Service Center Closed - Thanksgiving 
 
 

 
 

 

Lincoln Trails Council 
Boy Scouts of America 
262 W. Prairie Avenue 
Decatur, IL 62523 

To our valued volunteer: 


