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2010 Membership Fee Increase 
 The National BSA has decided to increase the membership registration fee to $15 (we collect $16 to cover the acci-
dent and sickness insurance for all members) beginning January 1, 2010.  The Exploring fee will remain at $10.  this is the first 
membership increase since 2003, and was deemed necessary to continue the support of the program at its current level.  
National will do its best to hold that new fee for at least 3 years.  As your unit does its annual budget, please take these new 
fees into account. 
 As a reminder, this fee will be the one used for Rechartering this year.  All units in the council expire on December 
31st, 2009, with the recharters having an effective date of January 1st, 2010.  Please keep this in mind when collecting fees 
for next year. 

 The 100th anniversary of Scouting is next year!  This is going to be an exciting time as 
we celebrate a century of fun and adventure, citizenship, patriotism, and good character.  What 
a great opportunity to remind America about everything that Scouting stands for. 
 Through our National Strategic Plan, “2010: When Tradition Meets Tomorrow,” we are 

extremely pleased to present the third year of the Centennial Quality Unit Award.  This award helps us to recognize those units 
who truly go above and beyond in offering the best possible program to their members. 
 Our primary focus is still “To improve the QUALITY of program in every unit in America!”  Your unit will set its’ own goals 
to achieve this award and can earn it anytime after October 31st.  Contact your District Executive or Unit Commissioner now to 
ensure that your unit receives this award and show other units that you are committed to a quality program for our youth. 

Centennial Quality  
Unit Award 

Council to Sponsor Blood Drive November 28th 
Lincoln Trails Council is partnering with the American Red Cross to hold a blood drive on November 28th at the Decatur Civic 
Center.  The drive will last from 8:00am - 1:00pm and will be held in the Main Room of the Decatur Civic Center.   
 
Woapink Lodge #167, Order of the Arrow is coordinating the drive and will be providing volunteers to staff the drive as well.  
If you are interested in helping to staff the drive, please contact Lodge Adviser Matt Kaufman at matt.kaufman@scouting.org. 
 
If you would like to donate blood during this drive, please call the Lincoln Trails Council Service Center at 217-429-2326 or 
visit www.givebloodgivelife.com.  From there you can sign up for a time slot.  The goal of the drive is 100 units of blood to 
coincide with the 100th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America.   
 
To find out if you are eligible to give blood, you can call the American Red Cross at 1-800-GIVE-LIFE or visit 
www.givebloodgivelife.com.  You must be at least 16 years old to donate and anyone under 17 must have a parental consent 
form filled out prior to donating. 



 

 

 

 

 

Service Center: 

(217) 429-2326 

Fax (217) 429-3326 

Toll Free 1-800-416-2328 

Service Center Hours 

Monday through Friday 

9:00 am - 5:00pm 

(262 W. Prairie Ave. - 2 blocks west of downtown 

Decatur) 
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Scout Executive’s 
Message 

Christian J. Long, SE 
Adieu 2009! 
As we prepare to say good-bye to 2009, let’s reflect a bit on the great things that happened throughout the year in the Lin-
coln Trails Council.  It truly was a great year for our program, our fundraising efforts, and our administrative efforts. 
 
Despite a very soggy year, we managed to put on some very good events.  The Klondike Derby at Rhodes France Scout Reser-
vation was very well attended by all of our districts.  What we lacked in snow we more than made up for in Scout Spirit.  Rain 
did claim the Spring Rendezvous, but that was our only casualty this year.  Summer camp for both the Cub Scouts and the Boy 
Scouts were very well done, and well attended.  We were surprised by the tremendous turnout at the Bobcat Boot Camp for 
our new Cub Scouts this fall when more than double the young people turned out than what we had planned for.  The Spook-
O-Ree for our Cub Scouts was a screaming success and Camp Inferno was scorching hot!  To all of you who chaired or staffed 
one of these events - GREAT JOB! 
 
Fundraising is ongoing yet this year, but our efforts are running well ahead of last year.  Family Friends of Scouting has been a 
great success, and popcorn sales seem to be running ahead of last year.  It has been a tough year for many of our families, 
and I am please to be able to report that camperships were secured to help Scouts attend camp in the summer.  More than 
$6,000 was awarded in the form of camperships. 
 
During the year the council convened a Governance Committee which made recommendations concerning the executive 
structure and inner-workings of the council.  New committees were formed that will help the Lincoln Trails Council do a bet-
ter job in providing service to our Scouts and their leaders.  There were many staff changes throughout the year that will help 
move the council forward.  The Properties Committee has done an outstanding job, keeping the camp operational on a minis-
cule budget, and volunteers came out of the woodwork to help make Rhodes France Scout Reservation one of the premier 
Scouting facilities around. 
 
As we approach the end of the year, I am asking for your help. 
 1. We need to make sure that every young person who is participating in your unit is a registered member, they   
     aren’t truly a Scout until they are registered as a Scout. 
 2. Rechartering your unit really is a big deal, and we need to do a better job in getting it done in the month of  
     December.  If we let things slide, often times our members slip through the cracks and never get registered. 
 3. Troops, schedule multiple Courts of Honor to provide frequent recognition for your Scouts.     (continued on Pg. 7) 



 

Serving Macon and Piatt counties. 

District Chairman 
Sid Palmer - (217) 963-2306 - arms5il@yahoo.com 

District Commissioner 
Pam Roberts - (217) 521-9284 - pam.roberts@adm.com 

District Director 
Tom McGehee - (c) (217) 521-3059 tom.mcgehee@scouting.org 

November 
5 - /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
7 - Popcorn Distribution 
10 - District Committee Meeting 
11 - ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ - Office Closed 
12 - Roundtable 
26-27 - Thanksgiving - Office Closed 
 
 

December 
3 - /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
4 - Popcorn Money Due 
8 - District Committee Meeting 
10 - Roundtable 
11 - District Award of Merit  
        Nominations Due 
24-25 - Christmas - Office Closed 

Railsplitter District Calendar 

Railsplitter 
District 

Roundtable 
November 12th 
December 10th 
 
Roundtable is the second Thursday of every 
month at 7:00pm at St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Church, Decatur.  It is a forum for program 
ideas, sharing of ideas with other Scout Lead-
ers, up to date information on upcoming 
events, and great Scouting fellowship.  Make 
sure your unit is in the loop - make sure your 
unit is at Roundtable! 

Snappy Scout  
Salutes!! 
To ALL RAILSPLITTER SCOUTERS for your out-
standing service and dedication to youth dur-
ing this past year.  As this holiday season ap-
proaches, thank you for all you do to provide 
Scouting to our area’s youth.  May God con-
tinue to richly bless you and the ones you hold 
dear. 
 
Yours Truly, 
 
Tom McGehee 
District Director 

2009 Centennial Quality Unit 
Your unit is eligible to earn the 2009 Centennial Quality Unit Award after Octo-
ber 31st.  There will be workshop sessions at 7:00pm before the November 
12th and December 10th Roundtable to assist units with the paperwork.  If you 
have questions, please contact your Unit Commissioner, District Commissioner 
Pam Roberts, or District Director Tom McGehee. 

District Award of Merit 
Each District presents the District Award of Merit recognition annually to 
Scouters who have rendered noteworthy service to youth in Scouting, outside 
of Scouting, or both.  Nomination forms for this award are available through 
your District Director or the Council Service Center.  Nominations are due to 
the Council Service Center by December 11th, 2009.  The District Awards of 
Merit are presented at the District Annual Recognition Program. 

2010 Friends of Scouting 
The 2010 Family Friends of Scouting campaign is almost upon us.  Units should 
sign up for their 2010 Friends of Scouting presentation date by the January 
2010 Roundtable.  All Railsplitter District Units that sign up for their 2010 Fam-
ily Friends of Scouting presentation by the December 10th Roundtable will be 
put into a drawing for a special unit prize.  Please contact Mark Potter at 217-
423-7195 or District Director Tom McGehee for further information. 

Fall Membership Inventories 
During the month of November, your Unit Commissioner will be asking your 
unit membership chairman to cross check your roster with the Service Center’s 
roster.  Following the fall recruitment, we want ot make sure that all youth are 
properly registered so they are covered by insurance, can receive timely ad-
vancements, and tenure is accurate. 



 

District Chairman 
Becky Wilson - (618) 428-5495  bewilson78@hotmail.com 

District Commissioner 
Dennis Hostetter - (h) (217) 459-2784  draks@consolidated.net   

District Executive 
Doug Zaring - (h) 217-347-2745  (c) 217-620-0772   

douglas.zaring@scouting.org 
Serving Christian, Effingham, Fayette,  

Moultrie, and Shelby counties. 

Two Rivers 
District 

Friends of Scouting 
 We are currently scheduling family 
Friends of Scouting presentations in all units 
to start in October of this year for the 2010 
campaign.  Please contact your District Execu-
tive Doug Zaring to schedule a time for this 
presentation at a pack meeting, troop court of 
honor or other family activity. 

Roundtable 
Shelbyville United Methodist Church 
November 12th & December 10th - 7:00pm 
 
 We have been having a lot of fun at 
our Roundtables, come on out and have some 
fun too.  Roundtables are for all of the unit 
leaders to get together and share ideas.  If you 
have not been to a Roundtable recently, you 
have truly missed out.  We have prizes for first 
time attendees.  We will also have a drawing 
at the end of the year from those that have 
attended Roundtables for some cool Scout 
stuff.  Your name will be entered into the 
drawing one time for each Roundtable that 
you attend.  There is also a lot of information 
handed out at each Roundtable.  These meet-
ings are held on the second Thursday of each 
month.  Come on out and have some fun with 
us. 

Crossover 
Packs should be holding fun and exciting crossover ceremonies for the boys 
that are moving into Boy Scouts.  There are many sources of information but 
you can start with the Cub Scout Ceremonies for Dens and Packs booklet or 
there are many ideas on the internet, just search for Webelos Crossover Cere-
monies.  Let’s start off their Boy Scout adventure right. 
 
Some packs do this during a campout with the Boy Scouts, some do it as part 
of a pack meeting, and others hold them at the park in a special ceremony just 
for the Webelos.  The ideas are endless, just make it memorable. 

Blue and Gold 
Banquets 
 It is time to start planning your Blue 
and Gold Banquets for 2010.  Please contact 
your District Executive as soon as possible 
with your dates.  Remember, this is the 100th 
Anniversary of Scouting.  Let’s make these a 
big deal and invite people from the commu-
nity to be a part of our celebration.  Take pic-
tures and submit them to your local paper, 
that way the whole community can see that 
we are celebrating 100 years of Scouting. 

Charters 
Recharters are due in the Council Office by December 10th, 2009.  This gives 
us plenty of time to track down any problems.  If you need help with this proc-
ess, call your District Executive at 217-620-0772.  We need to make sure every 
boy is registered correctly so that we can provide them with the best possible 
program.  Make sure you do a complete membership inventory before you 
start your recharter. 

District Award of Merit 
The District Award of Merit is available to Scouters (registered adults in the 
BSA who have rendered service of an outstanding nature within their district. 
The Award is a council award presented by the district in the same manner 
that the Silver Beaver is a national award presented by councils. The award is 
made available annually on the basis of one for each 25 units in the district, or 
fraction thereof. The district need not present all of the awards to which it is 
entitled each year. The Award of Merit selection committee, appointed each 
year by the district chairman, is composed of distinguished, dedicated and 
knowledgeable Scouters drawn from throughout the community. Each mem-
ber has previously received the Award of Merit. 
  
Nomination Forms can be found at the council web site 
www.lincolntrailscouncil.org under Resources and then under Scouting Forms. 
Nominations are due into the council office by Friday Dec. 11th, 2009. Please 
fill out the forms completely as they will not be considered if the form is not 
filled out correctly. 

http://www.lincolntrailscouncil.org


November 
 
5 - Roundtable - 7:00pm 
7 - Popcorn Distribution 
19 - District Commissioner &  
        Committee Meetings 
 
 

December 
 
3 - Roundtable - 7:00pm 
4 - Popcorn Money Due 
17 - District Commissioner &  
        Committee Meetings 
31 - Charters Should be in by NOW! 

 

District Chairman 
Keith Kohanzo - (h) (217) 348-5860  kkkohanzo@eiu.edu 

District Commissioner 
Scott Ross - (h) (217) 932-5864  (c) (217) 294-2132  sar1999@aol.com 

District Executive 
Ellen Watkins - (c) (217) 620-7205  ellen.watkins@scouting.org Serving Clark, Coles, Crawford, Cumberland, 

Edgar, and Jasper counties. 

Redhawk District Calendar 

Redhawk 
District 

Roundtable 
Roundtables are held the first Thursday of 
each month at 7:00pm at the First Christian 
Church in Casey.  All units should attend as 
this is your opportunity to receive important 
information concerning upcoming district and 
council events, learn new skills, and interact 
with other leaders just like yourself.  These 
meetings are not just for Scoutmaster and 
Cubmasters, they are open to any leader, 
committee member, or parents in your unit 
who wants to help improve your program. 

Annual Recharter 
Recharter packets were distributed to all units 
in October.  If your unit has not received 
their’s, please contact either Scott Ross or 
Ellen Watkins to arrange delivery.  It is essen-
tial to be in communication with your Unit 
Commissioner during this process.  This year 
we need to make sure that all of the charters 
are done effectively and that we do not just 
lose youth on them because we have not 
called them. 
 
Redhawk District will be hosting a “Charter 
Party” on December 3rd in Charleston in con-
junction with our December Roundtable.  
Commissioners and computer terminals will 
be available to assist with the rechartering 
process.  You will need to make sure to bring 
all new youth and adult applications and an up 
to date unit roster.  All recharter paperwork 
and monies are due before December 15th. 

District Award of Merit 
The District Award of Merit is a council award presented by districts to honor 
Scouters who render service of an outstanding nature at the district level.  To 
be eligible to earn this award the nominee must meet the following require-
ments: 1. Must be a registered Scouts; 2. Must have rendered noteworthy 
service to youth in Scouting, outside of Scouting, or both; 3. Consideration 
must be given to the nominees’s Scouting position and the corresponding op-
portunity to render outstanding service beyond the expectations of that 
Scouting postion; and 4. The nominee’s attitude toward and cooperation with 
the district and/or council is to be taken into consideration.  The deadline for 
submitting nominations is January 31st, 2010.  If you have any questions about 
this award please contact District Chairman Keith Kohanzo or District Execu-
tive Ellen Watkins.  Nomination forms can be found online at 
www.scouting.org/media/forms. 

Friends of Scouting 
As 2009 begins to wind down and we start 
looking ahead to 2010, please remember that 
Scouting needs the support of everyone.  It 
has been said that a volunteer gives time; a 
Scouter gives time and money.  Through your 
unit’s support, Lincoln Trails Council is able to 
keep Scouting affordable to all families and 
provide assistance to youth when needed.  As 
your unit begins to make plans for 2010, 
please remember to include a Friends of 
Scouting presentation as part of your Janauary 
or February event. 

Redhawk Scouts in Action! 

Pack 41 provided the opening flag 
ceremony at the Cumberland 
County Fair Demolition Derby in 
front of a packed grandstand.  Way 
to go boys! 

Pack 33 participated in the Ba-
gelfest parade in Mattoon.  The 
theme for this year’s festival was 
pirates and Pack 33 was able to 
provide some fine looking ones! 

MORE DISTRICT NEWS ON PG 7!! 



Summer Camp 2010!!! 
Summer Camp at Rhodes France Scout Reservation should be your Troop’s #1 summer 
destination!  Former Summer Camp Program Director Matt Kaufman will be serving as 
the Camp Director for the 2010 camping season.  Matt has served on the staff at Rhodes 

France Scout Reservation for a total of 4 years.  He has also served as a Scoutmaster of 
Troop 31 in Argenta and is currently the Lodge Adviser for Woapink Lodge, Order of the Ar-

row.  Nathan Monney, former Summer Camp Health Officer, will be serving as the Program Di-
rector for 2010.  Nathan has spend many summers on staff at Rhodes France Scout Reservation and is looking 
forward to providing the direction for this year’s program staff. 
 
2010 will mark Rhodes France Scout Reservation’s 30th Anniversary.  The staff will also be celebrating the Boy 
Scouts of America’s 100th Anniversary next summer.  Be sure to sign up early to attend what is promising to be a 
great summer filled with fun for all who attend. 
 

Troops who have adopted a campsite have until December 1st to reserve their campsite for the week of their 
choice.  All other Troops can sign up now, but if an adopted site Troop signs up for their campsite, you will have 
to switch sites.  A $50.00 campsite fee is required to reserve your favorite week and campsite. 
 
Applications to be on staff for the 2010 summer season are available from the Council Service Center.  If you 
would like to be a member of the team please contact Matt Kaufman, Camp Director, at 217-521-4044 or 
matt.kaufman@scouting.org.  Applications should be turned in by November 1st, 2009 for the best chances of 
being on our staff.  Many applications have already been submitted so don’t delay, get yours in now to be a part 
of the fun in 2010. 

2010 Campsite Reservations 

Summer Camp Dates 
If you look at the chart above you will notice that there are only three 
weeks of summer camp listed.  Next summer, Rhodes France Scout Res-
ervation will only offer camp the weeks of June 13 - 19, 20 - 26, and 27 - 
July 3.  This change is based on the total attendance over the last couple 
of summers.  If the number of Scouts attending camp climbs in the fu-
ture, then the fourth week would be added back in.   
 
Be sure to mark this change on your calendars! 

Bobcat Boot  
Camp 
Over 300 new Cub Scouts, their re-
cruiters, and families came out to 
Rhodes France Scout Reservation on 
Saturday, October 3rd for Bobcat 
Bootcamp.  The Scouts completed 
requirements 1-7 except for the 
Character Connections in require-
ment 1.  Other events included arch-
ery, bbguns, Feats of Skill from the 
Wolf handbook, marching practice 
and parade.  A prize drawing was 
held at the end of the event for 
prizes ranging from keychains to 
pocketknives to a tent.  A big thank 
you goes to the staff who made this 
event a tremendous success for all 
involved. 



{Ŏƻǳǘ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ  
Corner continued 
(continued from Pg 2) 
 
 4. And finally, be receptive to the District 
     Finance Team as they call you to  
     schedule a Family Friends of Scouting  
     presentation. 
 5. And most importantly, provide the best 
     darn Scouting program you can for 
     your Scouts - THEY are counting on 
     YOU! 
 
Thank you all for a very memorable, and positive 
2009!  Now lets get started on our 100th Anniver-
sary Celebration for 2010! 
 
Yours in Scouting, 
Christian J. Long 
Scout Executive 

REDHAWK DISTRICT NEWS 
Continued from Page 5 

Murder Mystery 
Dinner Theater 
Redhawk District will be hosting a murder mystery dinner theater 
in 2010 with the assistance of the White Owl Winery in Birds, IL as 
a special event fundraiser to help support Scouting in our district 
and the council.  Please come join us for a “killer evening” featur-
ing the actors and actresses of VAMP Shows as they present 
“Bedlam in Cabin B.”  The evening will include appetizers, dinner, 
the four act murder mystery show, and a White Owl wine tasting.  
Individuals and couples tickets will be available along with table 
sponsorships.  Assistance is needed with promotion and table 
sales.  Please contact Ellen Watkins if you would like to help. 

District Commissioner & 
Committee Meetings 
The District Commissioner & Committee Meetings will now be 
held on the third Thursday of the month at the First Christian 
Church in Casey.  The District Commissioner meeting will begin at 
6:30pm to be immediately followed at 7:30pm by the District 
Committee Meeting.  Any adult leaders who would like to help 
out with district activities or would like to help our on one of the 
district committees are encouraged to attend.  Please contact 
District Chairman Keith Kohanzo or District Commissioner Scott 
Ross for more information on how you can help Redhawk District. 

2010 Cross County Mall 
Show 
Saturday, February 13th, 2010 
Cross County Mall - Mattoon 
 
The Cross County Mall Show will show the public what Cub 
Scouts, Boy Scouts, Venturers, and Explorers do.  Each unit should 
plan on having an interactive display or exhibit for the Mall Show.  
What better way to promote Scouting and your unit to the public 
during the Centennial Anniversary Week.  The District-wide Pine-
wood Derby Race will also be held during the Mall Show.  Some 
display ideas for the Mall Show include knots & lashings, history 
of Scouting, model campsites, Cub Scout games, Space Derby, and 
much more.  Watch for additional information in the January edi-
tion of the Trailblazer. 

Cubcast Reminder! 
Cubcast is an audio podcast featuring a variety of 
how-to and information topics for Cub Scout lead-
ers and parents.  Cubcasts have moved to the 
Scoutcast section of the national website 
www.scouting.org.  Each month a new topic will 
be featured, as well as activities for the current 
month’s theme.  A MP3 device is not required to 
listen to the podcast.  It can be accessed on the 
website or downloaded as an MP3 file.  An archive 
of all past episodes is also available from this web-
site.  Be sure to check out the national website 
each month for the new podcast!  The current 
subjects are “Cub Scout Salute” and “Ideas that go 
Beyond Program Helps.” 

Redhawk District on 
Facebook 
Due to the popularity of facebook, Redhawk Dis-
trict now has a facebook group page.  Facebook is 
a free, online application that allows people to 
share and make the world more connected.  The 
page features event notifications, photos, discus-
sion board, and a “wall” that allows for members 
to place thoughts and suggestions to help other 
Scouts and Scouters.  Volunteers are needed to 
help keep the page up to date and to moderate 
comments.  If you are interested please contact 
your District Key 3. 



2009 Popcorn Pickup 
Popcorn distribution will be held on November 7th 
at the following locations: 
 
CASEY 
Bolin Enterprises 
506 NE 15th St 
Casey, IL 62420 
Hours: 7:00am - 10:30am 
 
DECATUR 
Parke Warehouse 
2120 N 22nd Street (Across from Pla-Mor Lanes) 
Decatur, IL 62526 
Hours: 8:00am - 10:30am 
**Drive along the north side of the building just 
past the small picnic pavilion. 
 
EFFINGHAM 
Total Quality Warehouse (Across the street from 
where popcorn was distributed last year) 
1101 Stevens Dr 
Effingham, IL 62401 
Hours: 8:00am - 12:00pm (Noon) 
 
If you are not sure where your unit’s popcorn is 
being delivered, please contact Matt Kaufman at 
the Council Service Center at 217-429-2326. 

Ambucs Campsite Pavilion 
Troop 134 broke ground on September 15, 2009 for the construc-
tion of a 20’ x 24’ permanent pavilion in Ambucs Campsite.  
Through the generous financial support of Mr. and Mrs. Erwin 
Arends and the volunteer efforts of many of the parents of Troop 
134, the project was completed on October 10.  A very big thank 
you goes to 
Dan, Diane, 
and Andy 
Brookman 
who sup-
plied the 
generator 
and power 
equipment 
for this pro-
ject as well 
as their 
labor. 
 
This improvement will make Ambucs campsite one of the most 
popular sites at Rhodes France Scout Reservation.  On your next 
visit to RFSR, take a moment to visit the campsite and see this 
important addition.  Hopefully this project will encourage other 
troops who have adopted a campsite to consider a similar pro-
ject. 

Service Center  
Parking 
Have you ever been to the Council Service Center 
and wondered “Where do I park?”  Wonder no 
more.  Parking at the Service Center is available in 
our small lot behind the building, along the street, 
and in the large parking lot behind the building. 
 
One thing to remember that is very important!  The 
large lot behind the Service Center belongs to the 
First Presbyterian Church.  The YELLOW marked 
spaces are reserved for the church, church staff, 
church activities, and church related meetings, etc.  
All NON CHURCH related parking will use the 
WHITE marked parking spaces. 
 
Please follow these guidelines when visiting the 
Council Service Center to avoid any parking viola-
tions.  Help us continue our great relationship with 
our neighbors. 

Silver Beaver Award 
The Silver Beaver Award was estab-
lished in 1931 and is presented for 
distinguished service to young people 
within a local Boy Scouts of America 
Council.  It is the highest award which 
may be presented by a local council.  
A recipient must be a registered adult 
member of the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica.  The Council salutes the commit-
ment and hard work of these 
Scouters. 
 
Annually, volunteers nominate men and women who are doing an 
outstanding job as Scouters for the Silver Beaver Award.  These 
nominations are reviewed by the Silver Beaver Selection Commit-
tee and the most outstanding nominees are selected to receive 
this award.  The Silver Beaver is presented to recipients at the 
Council Recognition Dinner in April. 
 
The committee welcomes all nominations and encourages you to 
recommend those Scouters you believe are worthy of this high 
honor at any time.  Deadline for nominations is February 26, 
2010. 



wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ƻȅǎΩ [ƛŦŜ CŜŜǎ ŦƻǊ  
November & December (Including Insurance) 

Nov. Registration - ϷмΦур   .ƻȅǎΩ [ƛŦŜ - $2.00 
Dec. Registration - ϷлΦур  .ƻȅǎΩ [ƛŦŜ - $1.00   

Polar Bears Seen at 
Rhodes France 
Cub Scouts camping at this year’s Spookoree spent the 
night in below freezing temperatures.  On Saturday 
night, the official low temperature was 29°.  The Spooko-
ree Camp Director says “These boys are tougher than 
woodpecker lips!” 
 
Aside from the bitter cold, the Cubs had a very good 
camp.  A full program of fun and achievement including 
games, hiking, and rockets was enjoyed by all.  Boy 
Scouts and Leaders from Troop 156 (Newton), Troop 31 
(Argenta), and Troop 104 (Decatur) set up a model 
campsite for the Cubs to tour and had campfire treats 
for them to enjoy while there.  The campfire on Saturday 
night was a very special event.  For the first time ever at 
a Cub event, the Order of the Arrow, Woapink Lodge 
Ceremonies Team opened the campfire program with a 
special message for the Cub Scouts.   
 
After the program on Sunday, the campers attended a 
costume ball with an indoor snowball fight and finished 
the day by launching their rockets into the October sky.  
Cubs in full attendance earned the bb gun, archery, ulti-
mate, and wildlife conservation belt loops.  Units may 
also purchase polar bear patches from the council ser-
vice center to recognize their Cub Scouts spending the 
night in below freezing temperatures. 
 
The Lincoln Trails Council Cub Camping Committee 
would like to thank all of the adult and youth volunteer 
staff for their contributions to making the camp an excel-
lent event for everyone.  A special thanks to Troop 156, 
Troop 31, Troop 104, and the Woapink Lodge Ceremo-
nies Team for inspiring the Cubs. 

Camp Inferno was a  
άIh¢ ¢La9έ CƻǊ !ƭƭΗ 
On October 24th, the neighbors were wondering “What on earth is 
going on at the Scout camp?”  Most likely you know!  Camp IN-
FERNO had an attendance of over 300 Scouts and Scouters.  Fire 
trucks from the surrounding area started pouring in, along with a 
police cruiser, the Secretary of State Bomb Squad, Shelby County 
Dive and Rescue Team, Effingham County Search and Rescue, State 
Police Motorcycle, Department of Natural Resources Education 
Trailer, and much more.  Along with bomb charges being set off, 
Air Evac flew in for a presentation.  Bob Wetzel from the Decatur 
Fire Department showed the boys items from fires and let them 
put out fires with an extinguisher.  Lawrence Jannink showed off 
his collection of antique fire trucks and equipment.  The Scouts 
could pick up a few self defense tips from the State Police, and 
Shelby County DARE officer Debbie Harrison let the boys try walk-
ing along a fire hose with impaired goggles on. 
 
The Effingham retired fire fighters had a restored fire truck that 
was used to fight the Effingham hospital fire in April 1949 that 
killed 70 people.  Because of that fire, fire codes nationwide were 
improved. 
 
The firefighters cut apart 3 cars and demonstrated the jaws of life.  
Scouts could also go through the Brownstown Fire Department’s 
weather house, and the Shelby Fire Department’s smoke house.  A 
junior fire fighter challenge course was set up next to the pool, and 
one of the new cabins was used as a thermal imaging station. 
 
At lakefront, the dive team and cadaver dogs searched and re-
trieved the missing dummy, and the rifle range was busy every 
hour. 
 
That evening things got really hot in the Firebowl.  The Scouts 
learned that flour does not put a grease fire out and that room can 
be engulfed in flames in a matter of minutes. 
 
Norman and I would like to thank the Shelbyville, Brownstown, 
Dieterich, Tower Hill, Pana, Oconoee, and Herrick Fire Depart-
ments for their presentations and manpower.  The Effingham Re-
tired Fire Fighters, Effingham County Search and Rescue, Lawrence 
Jannink, Bob Wetzel, Dan, Diane, and Andy Brookman, Secretary of 
State Bomb Squad, Air Evac 28, Shelby County DARE Officer, Shelby 
County Dive Team, Shelby County Sheriff Mike Miller, State Police 
officers, Shad Edwards, IDNR, and of course the committee; 
Melanie Byers, Brian Lustig, Tom Logue, Charlie James, John 
Gribler, and our DE Doug Zaring.  It was a great event. 
 
Becky & Norman Wilson, Event Chairmen 

“The Spookoree rocked.  Everything was cool.  My favor-
ite was the rockets and the Polar Bear Patch.  It was so 
cold.  Cub Scouts Rock!  Cub Scouts is better than any-
thing in the whole entire world!” - Joshua Smith, Pack 
121 



Lodge Chief - Tyler Goeckner 
Lodge Adviser - Matt Kaufman 

Lodge Staff Adviser - Doug Zaring 

Annual Dues 
 Woapink Lodge has started collecting dues for the 
2010 year.  Arrowmen who have not paid their dues will re-
ceive a notice in the mail reminding them to do so by Decem-
ber 4th.  Any arrowman who does not do so will be dropped 
from membership in Woapink Lodge. 
 Remember, you must be a registered member of the 
Boy Scouts of America to be a member of the Order of the 
Arrow.  Those who are not will be removed from the lodge 
membership roster. 
 
Blood Drive 
 You will see an article in this newsletter about a Boy 
Scout Sponsored Blood Drive in conjunction with the Ameri-
can Red Cross.  This blood drive will be staffed by members 
of Woapink Lodge.  If you would like to volunteer to help out 
the day of the drive, please contact Lodge Adviser Matt Kauf-
man at mkaufman_121@yahoo.com. 
 
Remember, all Lodge mailings are sent only to current paid 
members.  To check whether your dues are currently paid 
please contact Matt Kaufman at the Council Service Center. 

Subscribe to the E-Trailblazer 

 
If you would like to receive an e-mail 
notice when the Trailblazer is pub-
lished online please send an e-mail 

to Council Registrar Matt Kaufman at 
matt.kaufman@scouting.org. 

Order of the Arrow 
Woapink Lodge 

Give a Christmas Gift to 
RFSR! 
You could give a gift to Rhodes 
France Scout Reservation this 
holiday season!  The camp is in 
need of new tables and chairs for 
the Administration Building as 
well as a few other locations.  
We are asking that individuals, 
units, groups, businesses, etc. purchase a table and 6 chairs 
for the camp.  All donors will be recognized by having their 
names engraved on a plaque that will be displayed in the 
Administration Building. 
 
The cost of one table and six chairs is $230.  These are 
“Lifetime” brand tables and chairs just like the ones in the 
Activity Building.  We held a similar project a few years ago 
for the Activity Building and is was extremely successful.  
Donations can be sent to the Council Service Center at 262 
W Prairie Ave, Decatur, IL 62523.  If you have any questions, 
please contact the Service Center at 217-429-2326. 

Scouting For Food 
DISTRIBUTE BAGS - February 6th 
COLLECT BAGS - February 13th 
 
All of us have at one time or another experienced hunger.  
We’ve all craved a midnight snack, wanted something salty 
or needed some chocolate.  But there’s a big difference be-
tween trying to satisfy a brief craving or stomach growl and 
wondering where your next meal will come from. 
 
The reality is that more than 12.4 million children in Amer-
ica - that’s one in six - are at risk of hunger.  And it is likely 
that these children will endure life-long consequences as a 
result of having limited access to nutritious foods.  In fact, 
they’re more likely to suffer: 
 - Weaker Immune Systems 
 - More stomach aches 
 - Headaches 
 - Colds 
 - Ear Infections 
 - Fatigue 
 - More Hospitalizations 
 - Behavioral Difficulties 
 - Impaired performance in school 
 - A whole host of other lifelong consequences 
 
And hunger does not discriminate.  It can affect any child - 
even those you’d least expect. (taken from http://
strength.org/childhood/hunger.  
 
    Continued on next page 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorial/Tribute for:____________________________________ 

as: O  As an expression of sympathy 

      O  In Honor of________________________________________ 

 

Send Acknowledgement to:_________________________________ 

 

Address_________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip___________________________________________ 

 

Donor(s)________________________________________________ 

 

Address_________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip___________________________________________ 

 

Check - Mail to: The Boy Scout Tribute Fund, Lincoln Trails Coun-

cil, 262 W Prairie Ave., Decatur, IL 62523 

 

Credit Card  - Fax to: 217-429-3326 

 O Visa                   O MasterCard  O  Discover 

 

Card Number:____________________________________________ 

 

Expiration Date_____________ 

 

Signature_______________________________________________ 

 
 

 

The Memorial/Tribute 

Fund is an outstanding 

way to honor or remem-

ber a friend or family 

member as a living me-

morial and lasting trib-

ute.  It is an everlasting 

tribute to Scouting mark-

ing occasions such as 

birthdays, anniversaries, 

graduations, or recogni-

tions such as Eagle Scout 

or Silver Beaver.  

Nicholas Myers - Troop 85 - Moweaqua 
 

Patrick Carter - Troop 132 - Decatur 
 

Breck Seitz - Troop 85 - Moweaqua 
 

Benjamin Daines - Troop 103 - Decatur 
 

Curtis Clawson - Troop 103 - Decatur 
 

Zachary Aagard - Troop 103 - Decatur 
 

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

Scouting for Food  
Continued 
 
What can we do to make a difference?  Have every unit 
participate in the Centennial Scouting for Food cam-
paign.  Scouting for Food is a project rooted in the very 
foundation of the Scouting movement.  Through hard 
work and initiative, the Boy Scouts have developed a 
framework that can help local food pantries feed tens of 
thousands of needy local residents with emergency aid.  
It is up to the people in your community to make Scout-
ing for Food a success.  Bags are to be distributed Satur-
day, February 6th and picked up on Saturday, February 
13th.  Units can get a supply of bags at their January 
Roundtable meeting.  They will also be available at the 
Council Service Center.  Possible ways to increase dona-
tions are to have a food drive at your local school, gro-
cery store, or church.  You may also want to have your 
local newspaper publish a PSA to let individuals know 
about the drive.  For more information, contact District 
Executive Ellen Watkins at 217-620-7205 or 
ellen.watkins@scouting.org. 



Lincoln Trails Council Calendar 
November - December 

November 
 

1 - OA Lodge Executive Committee Meeting 
 

7 - Popcorn Distribution 
 

10 - Council Properties Committee Meeting 
 

11 - Veteran’s Day - Service Center Closed 
 

17 - Council Executive Board Meeting 
 

19 - Council Program Committees Meeting 
 

21 - Council Membership Committee 
 

26-27 - Service Center Closed - Thanksgiving 

 
 
 

December 
 

4 - Popcorn Money Due 
 

6 - OA Lodge Executive Committee Meeting 
 

8 - Council Properties Committee Meeting 
 

15 - Council Executive Committee Meeting 
 

24 - Christmas Eve - Service Center Closed 
 

25 - Christmas - Service Center Closed 
 

28-29 - Service Center Closed - Inventory 
 

30-31 - Trading Post Closed - Inventory 
 

31 - Service Center Closes at 1:00pm 
 
 

 
 

Lincoln Trails Council 
Boy Scouts of America 
262 W. Prairie Avenue 
Decatur, IL 62523 

To our valued volunteer: 


