
Serving families in the counties of Christian, Clark, Coles, Crawford, Cumberland, 
Edgar, Effingham, Fayette, Jasper, Macon, Moultrie, Piatt, and Shelby. 

 

            A cooperating partner with the United Way 

Vol. 11 - No. 6                                 Newsletter of the Lincoln Trails Council, Boy Scouts of America                 Nov. - Dec. 2009 

WWW.LINCOLNTRAILSCOUNCIL.ORG 

2010 Membership Fee Increase 
 The National BSA has decided to increase the membership registration fee to $15 (we collect $16 to cover the acci-
dent and sickness insurance for all members) beginning January 1, 2010.  The Exploring fee will remain at $10.  this is the first 
membership increase since 2003, and was deemed necessary to continue the support of the program at its current level.  
National will do its best to hold that new fee for at least 3 years.  As your unit does its annual budget, please take these new 
fees into account. 
 As a reminder, this fee will be the one used for Rechartering this year.  All units in the council expire on December 
31st, 2009, with the recharters having an effective date of January 1st, 2010.  Please keep this in mind when collecting fees 
for next year. 

 The 100th anniversary of Scouting is next year!  This is going to be an exciting time as 
we celebrate a century of fun and adventure, citizenship, patriotism, and good character.  What 
a great opportunity to remind America about everything that Scouting stands for. 
 ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴΣ άнлмлΥ ²ƘŜƴ ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ aŜŜǘǎ ¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣέ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 

extremely pleased to present the third year of the Centennial Quality Unit Award.  This award helps us to recognize those units 
who truly go above and beyond in offering the best possible program to their members. 
 hǳǊ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ά¢ƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ v¦![L¢¸ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǳƴƛǘ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΗέ  ¸ƻǳǊ ǳƴƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǘ ƛǘǎΩ ƻǿƴ Ǝƻŀƭǎ 
to achieve this award and can earn it anytime after October 31st.  Contact your District Executive or Unit Commissioner now to 
ensure that your unit receives this award and show other units that you are committed to a quality program for our youth. 

Centennial Quality  
Unit Award 

Council to Sponsor Blood Drive November 28th 
Lincoln Trails Council is partnering with the American Red Cross to hold a blood drive on November 28th at the Decatur Civic 
Center.  The drive will last from 8:00am - 1:00pm and will be held in the Main Room of the Decatur Civic Center.   
 
Woapink Lodge #167, Order of the Arrow is coordinating the drive and will be providing volunteers to staff the drive as well.  
If you are interested in helping to staff the drive, please contact Lodge Adviser Matt Kaufman at matt.kaufman@scouting.org. 
 
If you would like to donate blood during this drive, please call the Lincoln Trails Council Service Center at 217-429-2326 or 
visit www.givebloodgivelife.com.  From there you can sign up for a time slot.  The goal of the drive is 100 units of blood to 
coincide with the 100th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America.   
 
To find out if you are eligible to give blood, you can call the American Red Cross at 1-800-GIVE-LIFE or visit 
www.givebloodgivelife.com.  You must be at least 16 years old to donate and anyone under 17 must have a parental consent 
form filled out prior to donating. 



 

 

 

 

 

Service Center: 

(217) 429-2326 

Fax (217) 429-3326 

Toll Free 1-800-416-2328 

Service Center Hours 

Monday through Friday 

9:00 am - 5:00pm 

(262 W. Prairie Ave. - 2 blocks west of downtown 

Decatur) 
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www.lincolntrailscouncil.org.  To be added to the 
distribution list please contact Matt Kaufman. 

The Trailblazer is the newsletter of 
Lincoln Trails Council, Boy Scouts of America 

262 W. Prairie Ave. Decatur, IL 62523 

{Ŏƻǳǘ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ 
Message 

Christian J. Long, SE 
Adieu 2009! 
As we prepare to say good-ōȅŜ ǘƻ нллфΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛƴπ
coln Trails Council.  It truly was a great year for our program, our fundraising efforts, and our administrative efforts. 
 
Despite a very soggy year, we managed to put on some very good events.  The Klondike Derby at Rhodes France Scout Reser-
vation was very well attended by all of our districts.  What we lacked in snow we more than made up for in Scout Spirit.  Rain 
did claim the Spring Rendezvous, but that was our only casualty this year.  Summer camp for both the Cub Scouts and the Boy 
Scouts were very well done, and well attended.  We were surprised by the tremendous turnout at the Bobcat Boot Camp for 
our new Cub Scouts this fall when more than double the young people turned out than what we had planned for.  The Spook-
O-Ree for our Cub Scouts was a screaming success and Camp Inferno was scorching hot!  To all of you who chaired or staffed 
one of these events - GREAT JOB! 
 
Fundraising is ongoing yet this year, but our efforts are running well ahead of last year.  Family Friends of Scouting has been a 
great success, and popcorn sales seem to be running ahead of last year.  It has been a tough year for many of our families, 
and I am please to be able to report that camperships were secured to help Scouts attend camp in the summer.  More than 
$6,000 was awarded in the form of camperships. 
 
During the year the council convened a Governance Committee which made recommendations concerning the executive 
structure and inner-workings of the council.  New committees were formed that will help the Lincoln Trails Council do a bet-
ter job in providing service to our Scouts and their leaders.  There were many staff changes throughout the year that will help 
move the council forward.  The Properties Committee has done an outstanding job, keeping the camp operational on a minis-
cule budget, and volunteers came out of the woodwork to help make Rhodes France Scout Reservation one of the premier 
Scouting facilities around. 
 
As we approach the end of the year, I am asking for your help. 
 1. We need to make sure that every young person who is participating in your unit is a registered member, they   
     ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀ {Ŏƻǳǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ {ŎƻǳǘΦ 
 2. Rechartering your unit really is a big deal, and we need to do a better job in getting it done in the month of  
     December.  If we let things slide, often times our members slip through the cracks and never get registered. 
 3. Troops, schedule multiple Courts of Honor to provide frequent recognition for your Scouts.     (continued on Pg. 7) 



 

Serving Macon and Piatt counties. 

District Chairman 
Sid Palmer - (217) 963-2306 - arms5il@yahoo.com 

District Commissioner 
Pam Roberts - (217) 521-9284 - pam.roberts@adm.com 

District Director 
Tom McGehee - (c) (217) 521-3059 tom.mcgehee@scouting.org 

November 
5 - /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
7 - Popcorn Distribution 
10 - District Committee Meeting 
11 - ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ - Office Closed 
12 - Roundtable 
26-27 - Thanksgiving - Office Closed 
 
 

December 
3 - /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
4 - Popcorn Money Due 
8 - District Committee Meeting 
10 - Roundtable 
11 - District Award of Merit  
        Nominations Due 
24-25 - Christmas - Office Closed 

Railsplitter District Calendar 

Railsplitter 
District 

Roundtable 
November 12th 
December 10th 
 
Roundtable is the second Thursday of every 
ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ тΥллǇƳ ŀǘ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 
Church, Decatur.  It is a forum for program 
ideas, sharing of ideas with other Scout Lead-
ers, up to date information on upcoming 
events, and great Scouting fellowship.  Make 
sure your unit is in the loop - make sure your 
unit is at Roundtable! 

Snappy Scout  
Salutes!! 
To ALL RAILSPLITTER SCOUTERS for your out-
standing service and dedication to youth dur-
ing this past year.  As this holiday season ap-
proaches, thank you for all you do to provide 
{ŎƻǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘΦ  aŀȅ DƻŘ Ŏƻƴπ
tinue to richly bless you and the ones you hold 
dear. 
 
Yours Truly, 
 
Tom McGehee 
District Director 

2009 Centennial Quality Unit 
Your unit is eligible to earn the 2009 Centennial Quality Unit Award after Octo-
ber 31st.  There will be workshop sessions at 7:00pm before the November 
12th and December 10th Roundtable to assist units with the paperwork.  If you 
have questions, please contact your Unit Commissioner, District Commissioner 
Pam Roberts, or District Director Tom McGehee. 

District Award of Merit 
Each District presents the District Award of Merit recognition annually to 
Scouters who have rendered noteworthy service to youth in Scouting, outside 
of Scouting, or both.  Nomination forms for this award are available through 
your District Director or the Council Service Center.  Nominations are due to 
the Council Service Center by December 11th, 2009.  The District Awards of 
Merit are presented at the District Annual Recognition Program. 

2010 Friends of Scouting 
The 2010 Family Friends of Scouting campaign is almost upon us.  Units should 
sign up for their 2010 Friends of Scouting presentation date by the January 
2010 Roundtable.  All Railsplitter District Units that sign up for their 2010 Fam-
ily Friends of Scouting presentation by the December 10th Roundtable will be 
put into a drawing for a special unit prize.  Please contact Mark Potter at 217-
423-7195 or District Director Tom McGehee for further information. 

Fall Membership Inventories 
During the month of November, your Unit Commissioner will be asking your 
ǳƴƛǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ǘƻ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŎƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƻǎǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ 
roster.  Following the fall recruitment, we want ot make sure that all youth are 
properly registered so they are covered by insurance, can receive timely ad-
vancements, and tenure is accurate. 



 

District Chairman 
Becky Wilson - (618) 428-5495  bewilson78@hotmail.com 

District Commissioner 
Dennis Hostetter - (h) (217) 459-2784  draks@consolidated.net   

District Executive 
Doug Zaring - (h) 217-347-2745  (c) 217-620-0772   

douglas.zaring@scouting.org 
Serving Christian, Effingham, Fayette,  

Moultrie, and Shelby counties. 

Two Rivers 
District 

Friends of Scouting 
 We are currently scheduling family 
Friends of Scouting presentations in all units 
to start in October of this year for the 2010 
campaign.  Please contact your District Execu-
tive Doug Zaring to schedule a time for this 
presentation at a pack meeting, troop court of 
honor or other family activity. 

Roundtable 
Shelbyville United Methodist Church 
November 12th & December 10th - 7:00pm 
 
 We have been having a lot of fun at 
our Roundtables, come on out and have some 
fun too.  Roundtables are for all of the unit 
leaders to get together and share ideas.  If you 
have not been to a Roundtable recently, you 
have truly missed out.  We have prizes for first 
time attendees.  We will also have a drawing 
at the end of the year from those that have 
attended Roundtables for some cool Scout 
stuff.  Your name will be entered into the 
drawing one time for each Roundtable that 
you attend.  There is also a lot of information 
handed out at each Roundtable.  These meet-
ings are held on the second Thursday of each 
month.  Come on out and have some fun with 
us. 

Crossover 
Packs should be holding fun and exciting crossover ceremonies for the boys 
that are moving into Boy Scouts.  There are many sources of information but 
you can start with the Cub Scout Ceremonies for Dens and Packs booklet or 
there are many ideas on the internet, just search for Webelos Crossover Cere-
ƳƻƴƛŜǎΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ .ƻȅ {Ŏƻǳǘ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ 
 
Some packs do this during a campout with the Boy Scouts, some do it as part 
of a pack meeting, and others hold them at the park in a special ceremony just 
for the Webelos.  The ideas are endless, just make it memorable. 

Blue and Gold 
Banquets 
 It is time to start planning your Blue 
and Gold Banquets for 2010.  Please contact 
your District Executive as soon as possible 
with your dates.  Remember, this is the 100th 
!ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ŎƻǳǘƛƴƎΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀ 
big deal and invite people from the commu-
nity to be a part of our celebration.  Take pic-
tures and submit them to your local paper, 
that way the whole community can see that 
we are celebrating 100 years of Scouting. 

Charters 
Recharters are due in the Council Office by December 10th, 2009.  This gives 
us plenty of time to track down any problems.  If you need help with this proc-
ess, call your District Executive at 217-620-0772.  We need to make sure every 
boy is registered correctly so that we can provide them with the best possible 
program.  Make sure you do a complete membership inventory before you 
start your recharter. 

District Award of Merit 
The District Award of Merit is available to Scouters (registered adults in the 
BSA who have rendered service of an outstanding nature within their district. 
The Award is a council award presented by the district in the same manner 
that the Silver Beaver is a national award presented by councils. The award is 
made available annually on the basis of one for each 25 units in the district, or 
fraction thereof. The district need not present all of the awards to which it is 
entitled each year. The Award of Merit selection committee, appointed each 
year by the district chairman, is composed of distinguished, dedicated and 
knowledgeable Scouters drawn from throughout the community. Each mem-
ber has previously received the Award of Merit. 
  
Nomination Forms can be found at the council web site 
www.lincolntrailscouncil.org under Resources and then under Scouting Forms. 
Nominations are due into the council office by Friday Dec. 11th, 2009. Please 
fill out the forms completely as they will not be considered if the form is not 
filled out correctly. 

http://www.lincolntrailscouncil.org


November 
 
5 - Roundtable - 7:00pm 
7 - Popcorn Distribution 
19 - District Commissioner &  
        Committee Meetings 
 
 

December 
 
3 - Roundtable - 7:00pm 
4 - Popcorn Money Due 
17 - District Commissioner &  
        Committee Meetings 
31 - Charters Should be in by NOW! 

 

District Chairman 
Keith Kohanzo - (h) (217) 348-5860  kkkohanzo@eiu.edu 

District Commissioner 
Scott Ross - (h) (217) 932-5864  (c) (217) 294-2132  sar1999@aol.com 

District Executive 
Ellen Watkins - (c) (217) 620-7205  ellen.watkins@scouting.org Serving Clark, Coles, Crawford, Cumberland, 

Edgar, and Jasper counties. 

Redhawk District Calendar 

Redhawk 
District 

Roundtable 
Roundtables are held the first Thursday of 
each month at 7:00pm at the First Christian 
Church in Casey.  All units should attend as 
this is your opportunity to receive important 
information concerning upcoming district and 
council events, learn new skills, and interact 
with other leaders just like yourself.  These 
meetings are not just for Scoutmaster and 
Cubmasters, they are open to any leader, 
committee member, or parents in your unit 
who wants to help improve your program. 

Annual Recharter 
Recharter packets were distributed to all units 
in October.  If your unit has not received 
ǘƘŜƛǊΩǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ {Ŏƻǘǘ wƻǎǎ ƻǊ 
Ellen Watkins to arrange delivery.  It is essen-
tial to be in communication with your Unit 
Commissioner during this process.  This year 
we need to make sure that all of the charters 
are done effectively and that we do not just 
lose youth on them because we have not 
called them. 
 
wŜŘƘŀǿƪ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ά/ƘŀǊǘŜǊ 
tŀǊǘȅέ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ оǊŘ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴ ƛƴ Ŏƻƴπ
junction with our December Roundtable.  
Commissioners and computer terminals will 
be available to assist with the rechartering 
process.  You will need to make sure to bring 
all new youth and adult applications and an up 
to date unit roster.  All recharter paperwork 
and monies are due before December 15th. 

District Award of Merit 
The District Award of Merit is a council award presented by districts to honor 
Scouters who render service of an outstanding nature at the district level.  To 
be eligible to earn this award the nominee must meet the following require-
ments: 1. Must be a registered Scouts; 2. Must have rendered noteworthy 
service to youth in Scouting, outside of Scouting, or both; 3. Consideration 
Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŜŜǎΩǎ {ŎƻǳǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǇπ
portunity to render outstanding service beyond the expectations of that 
{ŎƻǳǘƛƴƎ ǇƻǎǘƛƻƴΤ ŀƴŘ пΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŜŜΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
the district and/or council is to be taken into consideration.  The deadline for 
submitting nominations is January 31st, 2010.  If you have any questions about 
this award please contact District Chairman Keith Kohanzo or District Execu-
tive Ellen Watkins.  Nomination forms can be found online at 
www.scouting.org/media/forms. 

Friends of Scouting 
As 2009 begins to wind down and we start 
looking ahead to 2010, please remember that 
Scouting needs the support of everyone.  It 
has been said that a volunteer gives time; a 
Scouter gives time and money.  Through your 
ǳƴƛǘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ¢Ǌŀƛƭǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
keep Scouting affordable to all families and 
provide assistance to youth when needed.  As 
your unit begins to make plans for 2010, 
please remember to include a Friends of 
Scouting presentation as part of your Janauary 
or February event. 

Redhawk Scouts in Action! 

Pack 41 provided the opening flag 
ceremony at the Cumberland 
County Fair Demolition Derby in 
front of a packed grandstand.  Way 
to go boys! 

Pack 33 participated in the Ba-
gelfest parade in Mattoon.  The 
ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ǿŀǎ 
pirates and Pack 33 was able to 
provide some fine looking ones! 

MORE DISTRICT NEWS ON PG 7!! 


