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Family Friends of Scouting Program 
If you have not been contacted yet by a district representative to schedule your 2010 FOS 
presentation, please be ready to take their call.  Family FOS is a very important part of the 
funding of the council, and it is important for families to understand what the council is and 
does for their son.  Sometimes it is hard for people to understand that the support received 
by unit leaders from the council and its districts helps their children, and that this support costs money.  When your district rep-
resentative calls, please be ready with the date and time that they can come do a short video presentation to your unit.  It will 
only take a couple of moments.  The best time to do the presentation is at a Pack Blue and Gold Banquet or a Troop Court of 
Honor, when most of the parents are present.  We also want to conduct the presentation early in 2010 so that families can pay 
for their pledge over several months instead of having to write a check.  Thank you for your help with this project. 

A Century of Values - 2010 FOS 
The council FOS goals for 2010 is $175,000, and will be raised through companies, organizations, and individuals throughout the 
council.  The majority of the goals will be raised through the local companies, but Scouting families, volunteers, and the Execu-
tive Board are a large part of the campaign as well.  Currently more than $26,000 has been donated!  What a great start. 
 
A new addition to the plan for 2010 is the opportunity for a donor to sponsor a point of the Scout Law.  Sponsorships require a 
minimum donation of $2,500, and each point of the Scout Law can only be sponsored one time.  Sponsorships can be made by 
individuals, companies, or organizations (unit totals for Family FOS are not eligible).  If you are interested in one of these spon-
sorships, or can help find a sponsor, please contact Chris Long at the Council Service Center (217-429-2326).  A special plaque 
featuring artwork by Hy Hintermeister will be presented to each sponsor. 
 
Here is a list of our sponsors to date: 
! {Ŏƻǳǘ LǎΧ 
 - Trustworthy by Bob Smith 
 - Loyal by Erv Arends 
 - Helpful 
 - Friendly 
 - Courteous 
 - Kind by Keith Kohanzo 
 - Obedient 
 - Cheerful 
 - Thrifty by Ritchie Barnett 
 - Brave 
 - Clean 
 - Reverent by John Stubblefield 



 

 

 

 

 

Service Center: 

(217) 429-2326 

Fax (217) 429-3326 

Toll Free 1-800-416-2328 

Service Center Hours 

Monday through Friday 

8:30 am - 5:00pm 

(262 W. Prairie Ave. - 2 blocks west of downtown 

Decatur) 
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{Ŏƻǳǘ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ 
Message 

Christian J. Long, SE 
As we close 2009, I begin to think about the accomplishments of the Lincoln Trails Council this past year.  We really did some 
amazing things, and we overcame a lot of unforeseeable pitfalls as well.  Who would believe that all but 2 of our council staff 
are brand new within the past 13 months?  I greatly look forward to some stability in 2010!  We have seen a couple of differ-
ent faces in the Railsplitter District, a new Redhawk District Executive, and with Ken and Janet Barker retiring, we have a new 
face at the Council Service Center, our new Registrar, Valerie Green. 
 
bƻǿ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ  ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΥ 
 - Membership growth - more kids in Scouting! 
 - CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ {ŎƻǳǘƛƴƎ ƎǊŜǿ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎƭȅ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŀ άŘƻǿƴέ ȅŜŀǊ 
 - More Cub Scouts in camp than ever before 
 - A 5% increase in the popcorn sale 
 - Four excellent weeks of Boy Scout Summer Camp 
 - Positive changes in council structure and governance 
 - Good PR coverage at our Leadership Breakfast and Century of Values Tour event 
 - Several improvements at camp including cabins, program equipment, and coming this spring - CITY WATER at  
   Rhodes France Scout Reservation! 
 - Camp Inferno was an absolute BLAST this fall 
 
2009 was a very good year in the council, and though we did not accomplish all of our goals, we can feel proud about what 
we did.  One thing that is true from council to council, across the country, is that Scouting does not happen without quality, 
committed volunteers who give their time, talent and treasure so that kids can get a good Scouting program.  Volunteers, 
know that what you do is appreciated and meaningful. 
 
Ok, enough about 2009, it is ancient history now!  2010, HERE WE COME!  We look forward to making this the very best year 
of Scouting ever. 
 
Celebrating the Adventure * Continuing the Journey 



 

Serving Macon and Piatt counties. 

District Chairman 
Sid Palmer - (217) 963-2306 - arms5il@yahoo.com 

District Commissioner 
Pam Roberts - (217) 521-9284 - pam.roberts@adm.com 

District Director 
Bob Larson - (c) (217) 521-3059 robert.larson@scouting.org 

March 
4 - /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
9 - District Committee Meeting 
11 - Roundtable 
13 - Mall Show/Pinewood Derby 
20 - Cub Scout, Boy Scout, CR  
        Training 
 
 

April 
6 - Annual Business Meeting 
6 - District Committee Meeting 
8 - Roundable & Commissioner Mtg. 
10 - Boy Scout First Aid Meet 
 

Railsplitter District Calendar 

Railsplitter 
District 

Roundtable 
March 11th 
April 8th 
{ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ - 7:00pm 
 
Roundtables are held on the second Thursday 
of the month except for June and July.  The 
main purpose of Roundtables are to give you, 
the volunteer leader, valuable program infor-
mation and share new and old ideas that will 
supplement your unit program and help you 
deliver the promise of a fun and exciting 
Scouting program.  All leaders and parents are 
invited.  Please make sure your Pack or Troop 
has someone in attendance at each Roundta-
ble.  Knowledge is power! 

Greetings From Bob 
As I write this I have been on the job here in 
Decatur serving Railsplitter District all of 14 
work days.  Already though, I feel at home 
here and I know I will love the area and 
wŀƛƭǎǇƭƛǘǘŜǊΩǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΦ  !ƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ 
had the pleasure of meeting so far are won-
derful and I want all the volunteers who serve 
here to know that I will work very hard for you 
and give you my very best effort.  I look for-
ward to meeting you all in the coming weeks 
and months as we serve together. 

Annual Business 
Meeting 
Tuesday, April 6th 
{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ - 7:00pm 
 
The annual business meeting is scheduled for 
April 6th.  The election of district members, a 
district chairman, and nomination of the dis-
trict commissioner will all be made at this 
meeting.  Immediately following this meeting 
we will hold our April District Committee 
Meeting. 

Friends of Scouting 
Railsplitter District has kicked off the 2010 Friends of Scouting campaign and 
we are excited about having a successful family campaign.  To do our part in 
support the council financially, which supports our district, we need every 
Pack and Troop to participate.  We are challenging your Pack and Troop to 
hold a Friends of Scouting presentation at your Blue & Gold Banquet or Troop 
Court of Honor.  We will send a fellow volunteer to this meeting who will only 
need 10 minutes to explain the program and give your families the big picture 
of Scouting.  Each Pack and Troop has been given goal to shoot for, and if you 
hit or surpass it your unit will receive FREE Rank advancement (cloth badges 
of rank) from September 1, 2010 - August 31, 2011.  You must reach your goal 
by May 31st to be eligible for the free rank advancement.  Your district lead-
ership appreciate you and thank you for your support and generosity. 

100th Anniversary Mall Show 
Saturday, March 13th 
Hickory Point Mall 
 
Have you ever wanted to be a part of something big?  Well, this is it.  Our 
2010 Scouting Mall Show is a once in a lifetime chance to help us celebrate 
100 years of Scouting in America!  We need every Pack and Troop to help by 
setting up a booth or demonstration area in the mall so we can show the pub-
lic what Scouts do.  If you have not done so yet, please call Pam Roberts, Mall 
Show Chairperson (see top of page) to reserve a spot in the mall now.  We 
want to fill up the length of the mall with displays, games, mock campsites, 
Scouting memorabilia, and much more. 
 
We will also hold our annual District Pinewood Derby Race for ALL Cub Scouts 
AND an Open Class race for family members.  The trophies and patch are awe-
some and the cost of the race is only $5.00 per racer.  And if that is not 
enough, Boy Scouts can join us Friday evening and campout in the mall!  We 
will be setting up for the Mall Show and then watch a movie or two and have 
a Cracker Barrel.  Saturday breakfast will be served.  The campout is only 
$5.00 per person.  Come join the fun and be a part of history in the making! 



 

District Chairman 
Becky Wilson - (618) 428-5495  bewilson78@hotmail.com 

District Commissioner 
Rich Zahnle - (h) (618) 423-9005  richzahnle@yahoo.com 

Senior District Executive 
Doug Zaring - (h) 217-347-2745  (c) 217-620-0772   

douglas.zaring@scouting.org 
Serving Christian, Effingham, Fayette,  

Moultrie, and Shelby counties. 

Two Rivers 
District 

Family FOS Drive 
The Family Friends of Scouting (FOS) campaign 
is designed to provide parents and leaders 
who are directly involved in the Scouting pro-
gram the opportunity to learn how Scouting is 
funded and how funds are used in the Lincoln 
Trails Council.  This is done at an 8 to 10 min-
ute presentation conducted between January 
and April usually at a Pack Blue and Gold Ban-
quet or Troop or Crew Court of Honor.  Any-
time where parents and family members are 
gathered is a perfect opportunity to have an 
FOS presentation.  Please contact your District 
Executive to set this up. 

Webelos Transition 
The Webelos Crossover Ceremony is the ceremony that marks the end of the 
Cub Scout program and the beginning of the Boy Scout experience. 
 
The dramatic ceremony provides for the individual recognition of each Webe-
los crossing over and incorporates Boy Scouts and the youth leader (senior 
patrol leader) from the Troop he will be joining. 
 
There are many sources to help with this ceremony please feel free to contact 
your local Boy Scout Troop or your district executive for more info. 

Spring Recruitment 
Spring recruiting for Cub Packs will occur late 
March through May.  Each pack that partici-
pates in spring recruiting should be committed 
to achieving the National Summertime Pack 
Award.  Recruiting materials will be available 
at March District Roundtable Meetings, and 
again in April. 
 
In many packs there are younger brothers of 
Cub Scouts who are anxious to become a Tiger 
Cub.  Tiger Mania spring recruiting is empha-
sizing the recruitment of graduating Kinder-
gartners into the Tiger Cub program, yet your 
pack is welcome to recruit older Cub-age 
youth. 
 
For help with the recruitment process, please 
contact your District Executive. 

Annual Recognition Dinner 
This event is for all adult Scouters in the Two Rivers District - our unit leaders, 
den leaders, and assistant den leaders, chartered organizations, unit commit-
tee members and chairmen, district committee members, district members at 
large, commissioners, and all council members who live in Two Rivers District. 
 

Cost: $15 / 2009 New Eagle Scouts are FREE 
 

This meeting will give recognition to those units and individuals who have 
helped make our district the best it can be over the past year.  These include 
those units who achieved Quality status of have excelled in membership and 
camping.  Serendipity awards may also be awarded by an individual to any 
individual.  (Serendipity awards can be humorous, or the award can honor 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άŜȄǘǊŀ ƳƛƭŜέύΦ 
 
The highlight of the evening will be the presentation of the District Award of 
Merit and the 2009 Eagle Scouts from the district. 

March 
 
4 - District Recognition Dinner 
 
11 - Roundtable 
 
20 - District Training Day 
 
 
 
 

April 
 
1 - District Committee Meeting 
4 - Easter 
8 - Roundtable 
18 - Council Recognition Program 
23-25 - Outdoor Leader Skills Training 
24 - WOLT and BALOO Training 
 

Two Rivers District Calendar 



March 
 
4 - District Commissioner &     
      Commmittee Meeting 
11 - Roundtable 
18 - Annual Business Meeting &  
        Recognition Dinner 
 

April 
 
1 - District Commissioner &  
      Committee Meeting 
8 - Roundtable 
 

 

District Chairman 
Keith Kohanzo - (h) (217) 348-5860  kkkohanzo@eiu.edu 

District Commissioner 
Scott Ross - (h) (217) 932-5864  (c) (217) 294-2132  sar1999@aol.com 

District Executive 
Ellen Watkins - (c) (217) 620-7205  ellen.watkins@scouting.org Serving Clark, Coles, Crawford, Cumberland, 

Edgar, and Jasper counties. 

Redhawk District Calendar 

Redhawk 
District 

Friends of Scouting 
As I am writing this article, our district has 
achieved 18% of our Family FOS goal.  I would 
like to express my thanks to the units who 
have already held their annual Friends of 
Scouting presentation.  To reach the remain-
ŘŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƎƻŀƭΣ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴπ
ing units need to schedule a Family FOS pres-
ŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ Ch{ 
campaign, and have every district Scouter 
pledge.  If you do not have  Friends of Scout-
ing presentation scheduled, please contact 
Ellen Watkins at 217-620-7205 or 
ellen.watkins@scouting.org. 

Volunteers give of their time and their spirit.  
We are proud to honor them with an evening 
of celebration and to show our appreciation 
for all of their hard work and dedication to 
Scouting.  Please join us on March 18th at 
6:30pm at the First Christian Church in Casey 
as we express our thanks. 
 
This year the district will have a carry-in dinner 
with the district providing fried chicken, 
drinks, and table service.  Please bring a side 
dish and dessert to share with everyone.  Our 
annual business meeting will follow the din-
ner.  The highlight of the evening will be the 
presentation of our District Award of Merit 
recipients.  All 2009 Eagle Scouts are invited to 
attend free of charge so that they can be rec-
ognized for their accomplishments.  The regis-
tration fee is $7 per person. 

Annual Business 
Meeting & Dinner 

Redhawk Happenings! 
The 2010 Annual Redhawk District Mall Show and Pinewood Derby was held on 
February 13th at the Cross County Mall in Mattoon.  A total of 100 Cub Scouts 
attended and participated in a great day of Pinewood Derby racing in the cen-
ter court.  Standings from the races are as follows: 

Tiger: (left to right) Keegan K. P-33 (3rd), 
Caleb H. P-324 (1st), Jordan C. P-901 (2nd) 

Wolf: (left to right) Brandon M. P-33 (3rd), 
Jake R. P-33 (2nd), Dante M. P-47 (1st) 

Bear: (left to right) Caleb M. P-8 (2nd),    
Joseph S. P-901 (1st), Nathan M. P-333 (3rd) 

Webelos: (left to right) Logan C. P-33 (2nd), 
Seth D. P-33 (1st), Dillon M. P-33 (3rd) 

An open class followed the Tiger race with 22 racers, both youth and adult, 
with the winner being Alan Carter.  Pack 33, Troop 57, Troop 77, and Crew 
2088 had displays representing their units with hands-on activities for the 
Scouts and the general public. 
 
On the night of February 12, First Baptist Church was the location of the 1st 
annual Redhawk District Lock-In.  30 Scouts and 9 adults participated in the 
event.  The night was filled with games, movies, and food!  Fun was had by all 
in attendance and plans are already being made for next year! 
 
{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ tŀƎƭƛŀŎŎƛΩǎ tƛȊȊŀΣ ŀƴŘ /Ǌƻǎǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 
Mall for their support of the 2010 Pinewood Derby, Mall Show, and Lock-In. 



Summer Camp 2010!!! 
Summer is just around the corner and the leadership and staff of Rhodes France Scout 
Reservation is ready to help your Scouts have the best, most rewarding summer camp 
experience possible.  Camp will kick off on June 6th as the staff moves in and begins their 

week long staff development course.  This week is spent with long hours of training as well 
as a lot of physical work to prep the camp to receive the roughly 400 Scouts who will call it 

home for a week this summer. 
 
Campsites are filling up quickly, so if your troop is not on the chart below, make sure to get your $50 deposit into 
the Council Service Center as soon as possible.  Due to the camp only operating for 3 weeks this summer, come 
campsites may need to be shared between troops, just because a week is full on the chart, does not necessarily 
mean you can no longer attend that week.  Contact Camp Director Matt Kaufman at the Council Service Center 
with questions. 
 
Staff positions are also filling up quickly, however, a couple of positions are still needed.  Since our former Health 
Officer, Nathan Monney, will be serving as Program Director this summer, we must fill his very large shoes.  The 
minimum requirements for this position are: 21 years old, and current certification as a First Responder.  We also 
still need to fill the position of Handicraft Director and Trail to Eagle Director.  These positions require that the 
applicant be at least 18 years of age.  If you know anyone who would be interested in any of these open posi-
tions, please have them send in an application which can be found online at www.lincolntrailscouncil.org. 
 
We look forward to having a great time this summer at Rhodes France.  The 2010 Camp T-shirts are now available 
for sale at the Council Service Center.  The cost is $12 for Youth Large - Adult XL and $15 for 2XL and above. 

2010 Campsite Reservations Assistance  
Requested 
Do you or someone you know have 
access to a stump grinder?  If so and 
you are willing to bring it to Rhodes 
France Scout Reservation for a day, it 
would be put to great use.  The 
Council Properties Committee is 
working on finishing the new Adult 
Camp Staff Area, which includes 5 
brand new cabins (rentable year 
round) and will include a Pavilion 
once we get the stumps out of the 
way.  If you are able to help with this 
project, please contact John Merli, 
Properties Committee Member, at 
217-423-3158.  Together, we can 
finish this area that will be of great 
use, not only for the staff in the sum-
mer, but for others year round. 

How Can You Help RFSR? 
Rhodes France Scout Reservation is in need of a new (to us) van to be 
used mainly during the summer months to transport food back and 
forth from our food preparation facility in Tower Hill.  The current van 
has had many problems and basically limped through last summer.  A 
άaƛƴƛ /ŀǊƎƻέ Ǿŀƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ 
work.  If you are interested in helping, please contact the Council Service 
Center at 217-429-2326. 



A Scouting Wish for 2010 
As a council we need to get better at some of the little things that 
tend to pick at us throughout the year.  Most are paperwork re-
ƭŀǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ 
really slow us down if not done in a timely manner.  If everybody 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ά5ƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜǎǘέ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ 
2010 we will have a much better year.  Some items to think about 
are: 
 - Setting and turning in Centennial Quality Unit goals   
   before February 15 
 - Scheduling and holding a Friends of Scouting  
   Presentation before May 
 - Signing up for Summer Camp or Day Camp by the end  
   of March 
 - Selecting a popcorn chairman in the spring for the fall 
   sale 
 - Selecting a chairman and date for fall roundup before 
   the summer 
 - Turning in new member applications within a week of 
   receiving them 
 - Rechartering your unit on time (December) 
 - ¢ǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǳƴƛǘΩǎ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ¦ƴƛǘ ǇŀǇŜǊǿƻǊƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
   year end. 

Thank You to TALK 101 FM 
Lincoln Trails Council would like to thank TALK 101 FM of the 
Cromwell Radio Group for an outstanding portrayal of Scouting 
during the entire Scouting Anniversary Week.  Each day, Tara 
Nickerson interviewed two volunteer Scout leaders to get their 
take on Scouting, and what it means to young people.  She did a 
wonderful job in bringing out the best of Scouting during the in-
terviews.  Many thanks go also to those who agreed to be inter-
viewed - it takes a brave soul to go live on the radio for an inter-
ǾƛŜǿΗ  ά! {Ŏƻǳǘ ƛǎ .ǊŀǾŜέΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǿŜǊŜ YȅƭŜ /ƭƛƴŜΣ WƛƳ [ƛǾŀǎȅΣ 
Jacques Nuzzo, Chris Bullock, Pam Roberts, Brad McWilliams, Bob 
Wetzel, Will Sudduth, Matt Kaufman, and Patrick Garrett.  What a 
great way to kick off our 100th Anniversary celebration.  Be sure 
to check our TALK 101 (100.9), Classic Hits 105.1 WEJT, 93.1 The 
Party, and 106.7 The Fox. 

FOS Campaign Progress 
We are excited to announce that the current total of the 2010 
FOS campaign stands at pledges of $43,281 which is 24.7% of goal 
(goal is $175,000).  The Executive Board Division is leading the 
way at 96.0% raised, followed by Redhawk District at 19.8% and 
the Two Rivers District at 11.4%, and Railsplitter District at 10.7%. 
 
The Family Division is just beginning, and we want to encourage 
all Scout leaders to be supportive of this portion of the campaign 
by letting your families and other leaders know of the value of 
Scouting and the support that it takes to do it well.  We are very 
proud of our volunteer leaders and know that you will make sure 
ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǳƴƛǘ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎ ƛǘǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƻƻƴΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
already! 

2010 Cub Scout Shooting 
Sports Training 
Rhodes France Scout Reservation will be the location for the 2010 
Cub Scout Shooting Sports training on April 17th from 12:30pm - 
3:30pm.  By completing this yearly training, leaders are eligible to 
become supervisors for archery and BB gun shooting programs at 
day camps, Cub Scout/Webelos resident camps, council managed 
family camping programs, or at council activities where all stan-
dards for BSA Shooting Sports are enforced.  Archery and BB gun 
shooting are NOT to be done at the pack level.  (Page 33, Guide to 
Safe Scouting) 
 
This course is offered at no charge and is open to all leaders in 
Lincoln Trails Council.  Registration forms are available through 
the Council Service Center or your District Executive.  The pre-
registration deadline is April 9th to ensure that enough program 
materials will be available.  If you have any questions, please con-
tact Diane Brookman at 217-539-4464 or Ellen Watkins at 217-
620-7205. 

I grew up in the La Crosse Wisconsin area (behind the cheddar curtain as you say in Illinois!) and am one of 5 children of loving, hard 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦ  L ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƛƴ мффл ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎity of 
Wisconsin - La Crosse.  I have been married to my beautiful bride Peggy 29 years and we have one child, Heidi, who is 26 years old.  
Peggy and I enjoy hiking and camping in the outdoors, reading, exercising, and serving in our church. 
 
My personal mission statement is this: I believe our country, communities, families, and our youth can best be strengthened by pro-
moting faith in God and service to others.  I can best accomplish this by being a servant to others through my church, my family, and 
Scouting. 
 
This coming April 16th I will be celebrating my 20th anniversary of employment with the Boy Scouts of America.  The Lincoln Trails 
Council will be my third council.  I have previously served with the Southwest Michigan Council out of Kalamazoo, Michigan and my 
previous council, the Mississippi Valley Council, headquartered in Quincy, Illinois.  I look forward to serving and making a difference 
with the staff and volunteers of the Lincoln Trails Council. 

Welcome Bob Larson, Railsplitter District Director 



2010 Cub Scout Summer 
Programs 
Summertime is fast approaching and 
will be here before we know it.  Our 
Cub Scout District Day Camps and Sum-
mer Camping Programs are being 
ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ 
ά/ŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΗέ  /ǳō {Ŏƻǳǘǎ 
will have the opportunity to explore 
and make new friends through a variety of outdoor activities to 
include BB gun shooting, archery, team sports, and water activi-
ties.  Each Cub Scout that attends camp will receive a t-shirt, mug, 
and patch.  A mailing to each family has been completed and each 
ǳƴƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ [ŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ /5Φ  ! ƭŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ 
meeting will held at 7:00pm on March 2nd at Wesley United 
Methodist Church in Charleston.  Once again this year we are 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻƴΩǎ Řŀȅ ŎŀƳǇ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
directly to the council office.  Leaders need to be aware that this 
year there are two payment dates for registration fees.  A 50% 
deposit will be due on March 19th with the balance due on April 
16th to be eligible for discounted registration fees.  If you would 
like a promotional team to come to your next pack meeting or 
have any questions, please contact Ellen Watkins at 217-620-
7205. 

2010 Council Recognition 
Reception 
The Lincoln Trails Council  Annual 
Recognition Reception will be held 
on Sunday afternoon, April 18th 
from 2:00pm to 4:00pm at the 
Lake Land College Theater, 5001 
Lake Land Blvd, Mattoon.  Reser-
vations must be made at the 
Council Service Center on or be-
fore April 9th.  A reservation form 
will be mailed to all Lincoln Trails 
Council Scouters in early March.  
The 2009 Eagle Scout class can attend this event at no charge and 
will receive a special recognition item. 
 
The reception is held for the purpose of recognizing the out-
ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ {ŎƻǳǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ 
¸ƻǳέ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
and hard work.  The Lincoln Trails Council will honor a very select 
group of volunteers with the Boy Scouts of America Silver Beaver 
Award.  The Silver Beaver is the highest honor a council can be-
stow upon one of its volunteer leaders in recognition of distin-
guished service to youth.  In addition to the Silver Beaver presen-
tation, the Eagle Scout class of 2009 will be honored.  There will 
be many other awards and recognitions handed out as well. 
 
Please come and join us in honoring those who truly make Scout-
ing happen, our volunteers.  Without each and every one of these 
dedicated individuals, Scouting would not exist.  All Scouters give 
so much of their time to help instill the values of the Scout Oath 
ŀƴŘ [ŀǿ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘΦ 

Caterpillar Merit Badge 
Fair 
More than 300 Boy Scouts attended the Caterpil-
lar Merit badge Fair and earned nearly 500 Merit 
Badges!  Many thanks go to Rovena Knight for 
coordinating this wonderful event for our Scouts.  
Thanks also go to Walt Hupe, General Manager 
of Caterpillar - Decatur, and to Ron Ingram and Patrick Robinson 
from Caterpillar who helped make the event a success.  Last year 
ǘƘŜ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ¢Ǌŀƛƭǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ άIƻƴƻǊŀǊȅ ¢ǊƻƻǇ тфтέ ŀƴŘ 
names Walt Hupe its Scoutmaster.  This year Walk was again hon-
ored as Scoutmaster, and Ron and Patrick as Assistant Scoutmas-

ters.  Rovena Knight was honored as Committee 
Chairman of Troop 797.  All four were presented 
with a special 100th Annivsersary Hiking Staff as a 
special memento of the event.  We are excited 
that Caterpillar continues to partner with us for 
this very special event! 

2010 Klondike Derby 
On January 30th, over 200 Boy Scouts and leaders from all over 
Central Illinois gathered at Ramsey State Park.  The Klondike 
Derby is an annual Lincoln Trails Council event.  The theme for the 
ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ άwŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¸ǳƪƻƴέΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ 
pulled home-made sleds to events like ice fishing (catching a 
mouse-trap with a pole, string, and washer), gorge crossing (build 
a rope bridge and cross it with your sled and patrol), sleeping 
bear (collect flags without waking up the sleeping Scoutmaster), 
hunting (slingshots), and river crossing (cross the road by stepping 
on squares without losing them). 
 
The Decatur Gem and Mineral Club set up a sluice and the boys 
could pan for gems during the day.  After lunch the Scouts tried 
their hands a Geocaching.  Geocaching is a fun game played with 
a GPS.  Caches (small containers) are hid in the woods and the 
Scouts find the treasures by following the coordinates in the GPS.  
Goecaching is played world-wide.  For more information about 
geocaching, go to www.geocaching.com.  Part of the Boy Scouts 
ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ мллǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾǎŜǊǎŀǊȅ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƎŜƻŎŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ  
Caches will be hidden all over the Council, highlighting Eagle 
Scout Projects and the Boy Scout Program. 
 
The final event of the day is always the sled race.  There were two 
races, one with wheels, and one without.  The Scouts pulled and 
dragged their home-made sleds across the frozen, very rough 
ground.  Decatur Troop 134 and Maroa-Forsyth Troop 61 proved 
they were up to the challenge and went home winners. 



wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ƻȅǎΩ [ƛŦŜ CŜŜǎ ŦƻǊ  
March & April (Including Insurance) 

Mar. Registration - ϷмоΦол   .ƻȅǎΩ [ƛŦŜ - $10.00 
Apr. Registration - ϷмнΦлл  .ƻȅǎΩ [ƛŦŜ - $9.00   

5th Annual Spring  
Rendezvous 
Area Scouting units and the public are invited to the Lincoln Trails 
Council Spring Rendezvous to be held May 14th - 16th at Wolf Creek 
State Park.  Lincoln Trails Council and the Department of Natural Re-
sources will once again team up to host our Spring Rendezvous along 
with the Links to the Future program.   
 Registration for the Rendezvous will begin at 5:00pm on 
Friday.  Registration will also be running on Saturday morning for 
those units that can not arrive on Friday night.  Mike Hammon is the 
ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 
 There will be factions at this Rendezvous representing both 
ǘƘŜ мтллΩǎ ŀƴŘ муллΩǎΦ  ¢ǊŀŘŜǊǎΣ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘǎΣ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇƻǿŘŜǊ ŘŜƳƻƴπ
strations, longbow makers, and knife and tomahawk throwing are 
just some of the many ongoing exhibits that may be available during 
the weekend.  There will also be other exhibits including leather 
craft, knife making, rope making, flint napping, and game call mak-
ing. 
 There will be an encampment of enactors representing the 
мтллΩǎ ŀƴŘ муллΩǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŎŀƳǇ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘŜƴǘǎΣ 
clothing, and food of that era.  Vendors will be present to show off 
their wares on trade blankets.  The camps will be open for everyone 
to walk through, ask questions, and observe. 
 The Confederate Army will also be present to re-enact a 
portion of the War of Northern Aggression ς the Civil War.  They will 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ муслΩǎ ŎŀƳǇ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ŀƴŘ 
talk about various aspects of life during that time period.  They will 
have examples of herbal medicines, period weapons, flags, cooking, 
money, and will bring back their cannons, Sam and Mini Lee.  The 
DŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ ǘŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŀ Ƴƛƴƛ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
war.  Group photos can be taken by the cannons, so bring your cam-
eras. 
 The Links to the Future portion of the program will feature 
Ducks Unlimited, a NRA booth, Turkeys Unlimited, Whitetail Deer 
Unlimited, fishing, BB guns, archery, trap shooting, portable nature 
display, woodcarver, and much more. 
 Other activities for Saturday night will feature a dutch oven 
cookoff.  Categories will be available for Scouts and Scouters.  Scouts 
will compete for prizes and the Scouters will have the opportunity to 
ǿƛƴ ŀ άōǊŀƎƎƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎέ ǘǊƻǇƘȅΦ  ! ŎŀǊǊȅ-in dinner will be the highlight 
of the evening with the main dish, dessert, drinks, and table service 
to be provided by Lincoln Trails Council and the Department of Natu-
ral Resources.  Units will be providing the side dishes for dinner.  
Please plan on a dish that will serve your unit so that there will be 
enough to go around.  After dinner, a special celebration will be held 
to commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica.  Catholic and non-denominational Christian church services will 
be available after supper as well.  
 All Scouting units are invited to attend this event for the 
entire weekend.  The event fee will be $12 per Scout and $10 per 
Adult.  The registration fee includes two nights of camping, event 
patch, and program materials for the weekend.  The fees will in-
crease $15 per Scout and $12 per Adult if paid after April 30th.  If you 
wish to come for Saturday only, the registration fee will be $6 for 
both Scouts and Adults with no late fee applied to Saturday partici-
pants.  For more information, contact the Council Service Center at 
217-429-2326 or 1-800-416-2328  

Memorial Gifts (more on pg. 11) 
 

In Memory of Ron Ingram: 
Dawn Johnson 
Judith & Robert Carney, Jr. 
Geraldine Hearn 
Frits & Amy Pronk 
Soy Capital Bank 
Vern Talbot 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ohlsen 
Janet Beck 
H. Russell Shulke 
Lincoln Trails Council 
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Maris 
Woapink Lodge, Order of the Arrow 
Richard Siemer 
Mr. & Mrs. Bradley McWilliams 
Joe, Lisa, and Alex May 
Stephen Cahalan 
Linda Negro 
Luwana Tolbert 
James & Judith Jensen 
Randal & Mary Beck 



Lodge Chief - Tyler Goeckner 
Lodge Adviser - Matt Kaufman 

Lodge Staff Adviser - Doug Zaring 

Possum Pass 
 Each Arrowman should have received the opportu-
nity to become a holder of the coveted 2010 Possum Pass.  
This is a year long package deal for all 3 major Woapink 
Lodge events as well as your 2011 Lodge Dues.  The pass is a 
$75 value for just $65.  Taking advantage of this pass will save 
you the cost of your annual dues!  For more information con-
tact the Council Service Center at 217-429-2326. 
 
Winter Banquet 
 The Annual Lodge Winter Banquet will be held on 
Saturday, March 6th at the First United Methodist Church in 
Mattoon.  All registrations for this event must be completed 
on or before February 26th.  The cost of the event is $15 per 
person.  Remember to invite your family members as well.  
This is a recognition program for all of those in the Lodge.  
Presentations will include recognition of the 2009 Vigil Honor 
Class and the 2009 Arrowmen of the Year.  Also announced 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ нлмл CƻǳƴŘŜǊǎΩ !ǿŀǊŘ wŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ 
every effort to attend this event. 
 
Spring Fellowship 
 The 2010 Spring Fellowship will be upon us before 
you know it.  Make plans now to attend April 30 - May 2 at 
Rhodes France Scout Reservation.  Friday night will feature 
activities and a lot of fun.  Saturday, part of the day will be 
spent providing cheerful service to the camp.  The remainder 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘΣ ȅŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
right, more FUN! 
 
Section C-6A Conclave:  OAU: THE FUN STARTS NOW! 
 The 2010 Section C-6A Conclave will be held from 
April 16 - 18 at Cary Camp in Lafayette, IN.  This event is a 
combined weekend full of fun with 5 other lodges from Illi-
nois and Indiana.  OAU is of course OA University.  The week-
ŜƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άCǊŜǎƘƳŀƴ hǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴπ
clude graduation ceremonies!  Plan now to attend this event 
filled with fun and excitement.  You will be able to learn 
about anything you can imagine at the training sessions, hang 
out in the American Indian Village, and enjoy a great show 
about the history of the Order.  If you have questions, con-
tact Lodge Chief Tyler Goeckner at 
t_goeckner2012@hotmail.com 
Remember, all Lodge mailings are sent only to current paid 
members.  To check whether your dues are currently paid 
please contact Matt Kaufman at the Council Service Center. 

Subscribe to the E-Trailblazer 
 

If you would like to receive an e-mail 
notice when the Trailblazer is pub-
lished online please send an e-mail 

to Council Registrar Matt Kaufman at 
matt.kaufman@scouting.org. 

Order of the Arrow 
Woapink Lodge 

Merit Badges 
ά9ŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƳŜǊƛǘ ōŀŘƎŜǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀ {Ŏƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ 
self confidence that comes from overcoming 
obstacles to achieve a goal. Through the merit 
badge program, a Scout also learns career skills, 
develops socially, and may develop physical 
skills and hobbies that give a lifetime of health-
ful recreation. The steps to follow in the merit 
badge program are outlined in the current Boy 
Scout Requirements. This book lists the require-
ments a Scout meets to earn each of the more 
than 100 merit badges that are available. Scouts 
must be tested individually, and they must meet 
all the requirements. No additional require-
ments may be added. A merit badge cannot be 
taken away once it has been earned, provided the counselor is 
ŀ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊƛǘ ōŀŘƎŜΦέ  Excerpt from Ad-
vancement Committee Policies and Procedures. 
 
Scouts are encouraged to seek out Merit Badge counselors 
ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ άǘǊƻƻǇ ƻƴƭȅέ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊǎΦ  aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
developing socialization skills is an important part of the Merit 
Badge program.  Leaders, encourage your Scouts to visit coun-
selors outside of your troop, and consider offering your ser-
vices as a Merit Badge counselor to other troops in your dis-
trict! 
 
The Council Advancement Committee made the decision to 
encourage Merit Badge Counselors to limit the number of 
badges they elect to counsel to 10 or fewer.  Based on the 
excerpt above, and the purpose of Merit Badges, it is in the 
best interest of our Scouts to periodically seek out other coun-
selors who are not registered in their troop.  All applications 
for Merit Badge counselors must be approved by the District 
Advancement Chairman.  That individual has the authority to 
approve or reject Merit Badge counselor applications based 
on the information provided on the forms.  If an application is 
going to be rejected, the chairman will bring it to the next 
Council Advancement Committee meeting for discussion. 
 
Special training opportunities will be provided to train leaders 
on how to properly counsel Scouts as they work on their Merit 
Badges.  Be sure to watch this newsletter and come to your 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ wƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΗ 



 
 

In Memory of Kenneth Bollhorst: 
Jack & Barbara McCoy 
 
In Memory of Steve Sell: 
Randal & Mary Beck 
 
In Memory of Bobbi Harbert: 
Tom & Nelda Foster 
Jenny Hardin 
 
In Memory of Major John Phipps: 
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Maris 
 
In Memory of Cole Webb: 
Tom & Nelda Foster 
 
In Memory of Ron Ingram: 
State Rep. Bob Flider, His Family, & Staff 
Roger Hughes 
Tom & Nelda Foster 
David & Susan Marshall 
Herald & Review Editor & Staff 
Portland High School Class of 1964 
Carolanna & Jerome Gizewicz 
Daniel & Shirley Moore 
John & Linda Prater 
Will & Carol Sudduth 
Sushant & Solveig Sinha 
Jim Livasy (more on pg. 9) 
 

Memorial/Tribute for:____________________________________ 

as: O  As an expression of sympathy 

      O  In Honor of________________________________________ 

 

Send Acknowledgement to:_________________________________ 

 

Address_________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip___________________________________________ 

 

Donor(s)________________________________________________ 

 

Address_________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip___________________________________________ 

 

Check - Mail to: The Boy Scout Tribute Fund, Lincoln Trails Coun-

cil, 262 W Prairie Ave., Decatur, IL 62523 

 

Credit Card  - Fax to: 217-429-3326 

 O Visa                   O MasterCard  O  Discover 

 

Card Number:____________________________________________ 

 

Expiration Date_____________ 

 

Signature_______________________________________________ 

 
 

 

The Memorial/Tribute 

Fund is an outstanding 

way to honor or remem-

ber a friend or family 

member as a living me-

morial and lasting trib-

ute.  It is an everlasting 

tribute to Scouting mark-

ing occasions such as 

birthdays, anniversaries, 

graduations, or recogni-

tions such as Eagle Scout 

or Silver Beaver.  

Larry Benton - Troop 132 - Decatur 
 

Daniel Burnham - Troop 202 - Decatur 
 

Christopher Earp - Troop 15 - Decatur 
 

Tony Ferracane - Troop 134 - Decatur 
 

Michael Gadberry - Troop 390 - Effingham 
 

John Gauthier - Troop 103 - Decatur 
 

Kaleb Gregory - Troop 130 - Effingham 
 

C.J. Ison - Troop 103 - Decatur 
 

Drew King - Troop 130 - Effingham 
 

Jay Porter - Troop 103 - Decatur 
 

Ryan Renner - Troop 142 - Stewardson 
 

Aaron Shore - Troop 103 - Decatur 
 

Andrew Shore - Troop 103 - Decatur 
 

Christian Slifer - Troop 15 - Decatur 
 

Matthew Thornton - Troop 64 - Windsor 
 

Levi Vieth - Troop 132 - Decatur 
 

Kyle Hahn - Troop 15 - Decatur 
 

Kyle Houston - Troop 99 - Pana 
 

Nick Livasy - Troop 202 - Decatur 
 

Evan Oleson - Troop 104 - Decatur 
 

Robert Ooton - Troop 130 - Effingham 
 

Sean Fitzgerrel - Troop 202 - Decatur 



Lincoln Trails Council Calendar 
March - April 

March 
 

6 - OA Winter Banquet & LEC Meeting 
 

9 - Council Properties Committee Meeting 
 

16 - Council Executive Board Meeting 
 

17 - {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
 

20 - Council Membership Committee Meeting 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

April 
 

2 - Good Friday - Service Center Closed 
 

4 - Easter 
 

11 - OA Lodge Executive Committee Meeting 
 

13 - Council Properties Committee Meeting 
 

17-18 - OA Section C-6A Conclave 
 

18 - Council Recognition Reception 
 

20 - Council Executive Committee Meeting 
 

23-25 - Intro to Outdoor Leader Skills Training 
 

24 - WOLT & BALOO Training 
 

27 - Endowment Committee Meeting 

Lincoln Trails Council 
Boy Scouts of America 
262 W. Prairie Avenue 
Decatur, IL 62523 

To our valued volunteer: 


