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2010 Silver Beaver Recipients Recognized 
[ŀƪŜ [ŀƴŘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ [ŀƪŜ tƻƛƴǘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмл /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
Recognition Reception held April 18th.  Following a dessert recep-
tion, the 78 attendees moved to the theater where Dave Murphy 
ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ aŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ άDŜƴŜέ aŎ5ŀƴƛŜƭ 
was recognized as a 75 year veteran of Scouting.  He was pre-
ǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦƭŀƎ Ŧƭƻǿƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎŎǊŀǇπ
book of his Scouting career assembled by his daughter. 
 
The George Meany Award was presented to Shad Edwards of 
Pack/Troop 104.  his special project was a show recycling project 
that in return provides low cost scout uniforms to members of 
our Council.  

 
National plaques for the NRA Postal Shoot were presented to Grayson Thomas and Tyler Elliott.  Each placed second nationally, 
Grayson in the senior division and Tyler in the junior division.  The 2009 class of Eagle Scouts were recognized and presented a 
special edition Council Shoulder Patch. 
 
The highlight of the event was the recognition of the 2010 Silver Beaver Award recipients.  Recognized this year were Pam 
Dempsey, Pam Roberts, and Becky Wilson.  Pam Dempsey has been involved in Scouting in Lincoln Trails Council for many years.  
She has served as Cubmaster for Pack 17 and then served as a leader with Troop 17 both in Decatur.  Pam has served as District 
Cub Scout Advancement Chair, Assistant District Commissioner, and a Unit Commissioner.  She has served on the staff for many 
council activities and training events. 
 
Pam Roberts currently serves as the Railsplitter District Commissioner.  Her positions in Scouting have included Den Leader and 
Webelos Den Leader in Pack 117 of Decatur and Assistant Scoutmaster in Troop 43 in Mt. Zion.  Pam has served as District Train-
ƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ /ǳō {Ŏƻǳǘ wƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΦ  tŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ǳō {Ŏƻǳǘ {ǳƳƳŜǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 
as well as Council training events.  Pam has also attended Commissioner Training at Philmont Scout Reservation. 
 
Becky Wilson started her Scouting career as a Committee Member and Webelos Leader in Pack 98 in Herrick.  Becky then moved 
onto Boy Scouting where she became the Scoutmaster of Troop 98.  Becky has served in many positions in the Two Rivers District 
including Boy Scout Roundtable Commissioner, District Training Chairman, as well as her current position of District Chairman.  
She has been presented with many awards through her years in Scouting including the District Award of Merit and the National 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ {ŎƻǳǘƳŀǎǘŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ ƻŦ aŜǊƛǘΦ 
 
A heartfelt congratulations goes out to all Scouts and Scouters who were recognized at this event! 

Pam Dempsey, Pam Roberts, & Becky Wilson 

Friends of Scouting Reaches $97,000! 
Through commitment and hard work the Council has achieved more than 55% of its FOS goal for 2010.  Families have been ex-
tremely generous in support of Scouting, donating more than $33,000 so far toward a goal of $42,000.  The Redhawk District has 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŜǘ ƛǘΩǎ CŀƳƛƭȅ ƎƻŀƭΗ  ¢ƘŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ .ƻŀǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳǊǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƛǘǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ϷнрΣлллΦ  /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΗ 
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(217) 429-2326 

Fax (217) 429-3326 
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Monday through Friday 
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{Ŏƻǳǘ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ 
Message 

Christian J. Long, SE 

PPPPPPP 
Proper Prior Planning Prevents Pitifully Poor Performance.  
This spring each district will be conducting a program kick-
off meeting, and you may be a bit surprised by what you 
see.  In the past, this meeting has been a replacement for 
Roundtable where packets were given out to each unit and 
District Committee members held up samples of what was 
in the packets and explained why it was important.  The 
meeting really have very little to do with planning though.  
{ƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘǊȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΧ 
 
Our new attitude towards this meeting is that it is a train-
ing session where unit leaders will come to learn HOW to 
most effectively plan out the unit program for the year.  
There will still be a packet of information and a disc with 
sample paperwork and a calendar, and there will be addi-
tional tools as well.  We will be including 2 copies of the 
council calendar printed out for each unit and a planning 
chart to help the units go through the process.  At the 
training your unit will begin plugging important dates into 
your calendar for the 2010 - 2011 program year.  There 
may even be some special drawings with cool prizes. 
 
Your attendance is vital at this meeting.  Please try to make 
sure that at least on person from your unit committee at-
tends, and preferably have 2 or 3 people come to the train-
ƛƴƎΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ άǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎέ ȅƻǳǊ {Ŏƻǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
their families can have the best program available. 

WANTED!! 
Volunteers with video and editing skills.  We are looking to 
augment our marketing efforts through several short vid-
eos that do not yet exist.  Do you have these skills and 
would you be willing to be part of our solution?  Please call 
Chris Long (217) 429-2326.  Projects that we are looking at 
include camp promotions, a service video, Friends of Scout-
ing video, and recruitment spots. 

TRAILBLAZER Editor 
Needed 
Lincoln Trails Council is looking for a 
new editor for the Trailblazer.  The 
editor will be responsible for compiling 
and publishing articles bi-monthly sub-
mitted by volunteers and professional staff in the council.  
Interested volunteers should have a working knowledge 
and access to Microsoft Publisher along with access to 
email.  If you are interested please contact Ellen Watkins at 

wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ƻȅǎΩ [ƛŦŜ CŜŜǎ ŦƻǊ  
May & June (Including Insurance) 

May Registration - ϷмлΦтл   .ƻȅǎΩ [ƛŦŜ - $8.00 
June Registration - ϷфΦор    .ƻȅǎΩ [ƛŦŜ - $7.00   



 

Serving Macon and Piatt counties. 

District Chairman 
Sid Palmer - (217) 963-2306 - arms5il@yahoo.com 

District Commissioner 
Pam Roberts - (217) 521-9284 - pam.roberts@adm.com 

District Director 
Bob Larson - (c) (217) 521-3059 robert.larson@scouting.org 

May 
9 - aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
13 - Annual Program Kickoff &     
        Roundtable 
14-16 - Spring Rendezvous 
22 - Cub Scout Fishing Derby 
 
 
 

June 
22-25 - Day Camp 
 

Railsplitter District Calendar 

Railsplitter 
District 

Annual Program 
Kickoff  
May 13th @ Spitler Woods State Park 
6:00pm 
 
One of the most important meetings of the 
year is coming up soon.  Mark your calendar 
now and join us to pick up 2010 - 2011 infor-
mation that will support your local program 
like the new Council calendar and several ac-
tivity fliers.  Bring a dish to pass for 10 - 12 
people.  The District will provide hamburgers, 
hotdogs and drinks.  See you there! 

Mall Show/
Pinewood Derby 
The 2010 Mall Show/Pinewood Derby was a 
huge success!  Many thanks to all who helped 
with displays, exhibits, the Boy Scout Mall 
/ŀƳǇƻǳǘΣ ǘƘŜ tƛƴŜǿƻƻŘ 5ŜǊōȅ wŀŎŜΣ ŜǘŎΧ  !ƭƭ 
agree that this was one of the best shows in a 
ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ 
be bigger and even better.  A special thanks to 
tŀƳ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 
 
PINEWOOD DERBY RESULTS 
Webelos - 1st Place - James Brown, Pack 104, 
2nd Place - Gavin Haller, Pack 25, 3rd Place - 
Hunter Camden, Pack 43 
 
Bear - 1st Place - Jaeden Peck, Pack 43, 2nd 
Place Clayton Justice, Pack 43, 3rd Place - Alex 
Elenbaas, Pack 120 
 
Wolf - 1st Place - Colton Camden, Pack 43, 2nd 
Place - Logan Frommelt, Pack 43, 3rd Place - 
Max Macke, Pack 134 
 
Tiger - 1st Place - Brandon Hill, Pack 91, 2nd 
Place - Andrew Peters, Pack 91, 3rd Place - 
Mathew Blandis, Pack 131 
 
Open Class - 1st Place - Amanda Thomson 

District Key 3 Corner 
Want to make sure your Scouts are back in 
the Fall?  Promote the great Council and Dis-
trict Summer activities planned for you!  
Summer vacation is almost here and it is time 
to think about Summer Camps.  Whether you 
are in Cub Scouts or Boy Scouts, you will not 
want to miss out on the many exciting oppor-
tunities to take part in one of the summer 

camps being offered.  These camps offer all the fun and excitement Scouting 
has to offer and, best of all, it all takes place in the outdoors.  So if you have 
not yet signed up for these opportunities, do so now by contacting your 
friendly staff at the Council Service Center. 

District Award of Merit 
At the annual Railsplitter District Recognition Dinner held on February 28th, 
two dedicated Scouters were presented with the District Award of Merit.  This 
award is the highest honor a district can give a Scouter. 
 
Ray Kramer, Assistant Scoutmaster in Troop 202, and Mike Coleman, Assistant 
Scoutmaster in Troop 104 were both honored with this award.  Both of these 
gentlemen have given exemplary service to both their local units and the dis-
trict.  We truly appreciate these two men and what they have and will continue 
to do for the Scouting program. 

Cub Scout Fishing Derby 
Saturday, May 22nd 1:00pm - 5:00pm, Dreamland Lake - Fairview Park 
 
Join us for a great time fishing at Dreamland Lake.  The cost is $5 per Scout and 
Ϸн ǇŜǊ ŀŘǳƭǘ όǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀƴ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǎƴŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƻǳǘΩǎ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ .Ŝƭǘ 
Loop).  One leader is required for every 2 Cub Scouts.  Fishing gear will be avail-
able in limited quantities, so if you have your own, please bring it.  Questions: 
contact Charlie James @ 217-422-7719. 



 

District Chairman 
Becky Wilson - (618) 428-5495  bewilson78@hotmail.com 

District Commissioner 
Rich Zahnle - (h) (618) 423-9005  richzahnle@yahoo.com 

Senior District Executive 
Doug Zaring - (h) 217-347-2745  (c) 217-620-0772   

douglas.zaring@scouting.org 
Serving Christian, Effingham, Fayette,  

Moultrie, and Shelby counties. 

Two Rivers 
District 

Friends of Scouting 

May 
 
6 - District Committee Meeting 
8 - WOLT & BALOO Training - Camp  
      Kickapoo 
9 - aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
13 - Program Kickoff at RFSR 
14-16 - Spring Rendezvous 
22-23 - Akela Day Camp 
31 - Memorial Day 
 

June 
 
13-19 - BS Camp Week 1 
17 - Program Committee Mtgs 
20 - CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
20-26 - BS Camp Week 2 
27- July 3 - BS Camp Week 3 
 

Two Rivers District Calendar 

Final pledges and gifts are still coming in.  
There is still time for you to give your FOS gift 
or make your pledge.  So far we have raised 
$17,828.00 or our $22,000.00 family FOS goal.  
If you have not held your family FOS presenta-
tion in your unit, please contact Doug Zaring 
at 217-620-0772 to schedule it. 

Akela Day Camp 
May 22 & 23 
Effingham Sportsman Club 
 
Two Rivers District would like you to help us 
kick off the Centennial Celebration by joining 
us on Saturday, May 22 and Sunday May 23 at 
ǘƘŜ 9ŦŦƛƴƎƘŀƳ {ǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴΩǎ /ƭǳō ŦƻǊ !ƪŜƭŀ 5ŀȅ 
Camp.  This will be a two day, belt loop fair/
day camp from 9:00am - 3:30pm each day, 
with a chapel service on Sunday morning.  
There will be several belt loops and BB and 
Archery as well as plenty of fun with games 
and crafts that are planned.  Registration 
forms can be found online at 
www.lincolntrailscouncil.org. 

Fall Camporee 
The Fall Camporee is being planned for the 
weekend of September 10-12.  More informa-
tion to come as details are worked out. 

District Meeting 
The next District Committee Meeting will be 
held at 7:00pm on May 6th at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall in Effingham.  Come early and 
get to know one another. 

Annual Program Kickoff 
May 13 - 7:00pm - Rhodes France Scout Reservation 
 
Join us for the Annual Program Kickoff Meeting for the district.  This meeting 
will also include a cook-out.  The district will be providing drinks, hamburgers, 
and hotdogs.  Please bring your own place setting and a side dish or dessert to 
pass.  This is going to be a spectacular event that all leaders should attend.  
Many questions will be answered for the upcoming year and we are going to 
have some fun while we are at it. 
 
This meeting is for all adult leaders in Two Rivers District.  Each unit should 
have at least on leader present.  Please plan to attend and receive your new 
Council Calendar, program notebooks, planning charts, training and roundtable 
dates, district directory, and flyers about upcoming events and activities.  If you 
have any questions about this meeting please contact Doug Zaring at 217-620-
0772. 

Two Rivers District Training 
Two Rivers District is offering 2 training courses for Cub Scout Leaders on May 
8th from 7:30am - 5:00pm.  The cost is $15. 
 
Basic Adult Leader Outdoor Orientation (BALOO) is a one day training course 
that introduces leaders and parents to the skills needed to plan and conduct 
Pack outdoor activities, particularly Pack camping.  This training is required for 
any adult who is in charge of planning a pack campout. 
 
The second course being offered is Outdoor Leader Skills for Webelos Leaders.  
It is designed especially for Webelos Den Leaders and their assistants.  This 
course teaches outdoor related skills through demonstration and hands-on 
practice.  Please contact the Council Service Center to register. 



May 
 
6 - District Commissioner &  
     Committee Meeting 
13 - Roundtable 
 
 
 

June 
 
10 - Program Kickoff 
12 - Pack 8 Fishing Derby - Paris 
14-18 - Redhawk Day Camp - Casey 
 

 

District Chairman 
Keith Kohanzo - (h) (217) 348-5860  kkkohanzo@eiu.edu 

District Commissioner 
Scott Ross - (h) (217) 932-5864  (c) (217) 294-2132  sar1999@aol.com 

District Executive 
Ellen Watkins - (c) (217) 620-7205  ellen.watkins@scouting.org Serving Clark, Coles, Crawford, Cumberland, 

Edgar, and Jasper counties. 

Redhawk District Calendar 

Redhawk 
District 

Friends of Scouting 
I am happy to announce that Redhawk District 
has exceeded our Family Friends of Scouting 
pledge goal of $9,000.  Thank you to the fami-
lies and friends who pledged during their 
ǳƴƛǘΩǎ Ch{ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƻ ŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳπ
paign has raised $13,942 or our $32,000 goal.  
¢ƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƴπ
cial goal by June 30, all remaining units need 
to schedule a family FOS presentation, help 
ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ Ch{ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ ŀƴŘ 
have ever District Scouter pledge.  If you do 
not have a FOS presentation scheduled or 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 
campaign, please contact Ellen Watkins (info 
at top of page). 

Day Camp Staff 
Training 
A training session will be held on May 22 for 
ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
Redhawk Day Camp.  The training will be held 
at the Scout House in Fairview Park in Casey 
starting at 2:00pm.  All staff members need to 
complete Youth Protection training online at 
www.myscouting.org prior to the start of 
camp. 

District Meetings 
District Commissioner and Committee Meet-
ings will now be held on the 1st Thursday of 
each month.  The District Commissioner meet-
ing will begin at 6:30pm to be immediately 
followed at 7:30pm by the District Committee 
Meeting.  Roundtables will now be held on the 
2nd Thursday of each month.  All Redhawk 
District Meetings are held at the First Christian 
Church in Casey unless otherwise specified. 

Program Kick-Off 
The Program Committee would like to invite 
all units to attend an exciting Program Kick-Off 
Meeting on June 10th at 7:00pm at the First 
Christian Church in Casey.  Units will receive 
valuable training and information to help plan 
ǘƘŜƛǊ άLŘŜŀƭ ¸ŜŀǊ ƻŦ {ŎƻǳǘƛƴƎέ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
surprises. 

Annual Recognition Dinner 
The Redhawk District Annual Recognition Dinner was held on Thursday, March 
18 at the First Christian Church in Casey.  After enjoying a wonderful pot-luck 
provided by the district and those in attendance, the 2009 Eagle Class was rec-
ognized.  Ellen Watkins presented certificates of appreciation to the District 
Committee and Commissioner Staff.  Dave Murphy was presented with the 
W.D. Boyce New Unit Organizer Award for his work in organizing Troop 219 in 
Oblong.  Mike Hayes presented a serendipity award to John Broux for his work 
on the Council Klondike Derby.  He was presented a piece of the hose that was 
used to fill the water troughs from the running water sluice as a memento of 
the event.  Keith Kohanzo also presented a few serendipity awards to Scott 
Ross Sr., Ellen Watkins, Logan Coartney, and Scott Ross Jr.  The highlight of the 
evening was the presentation of the District Award of Merit.  Michelle 
Coartney, Cubmaster of Pack 33 in Mattoon and Mike Drake, Assistant Scout-
master of Troop 141 in Charleston were recognized for their work in their units 
and the district. 

Redhawk District Day Camp 
YOU ARE INVITED!  All Cub Scouts are invited to attend the party of the century 
for Scouting at Casey Fairview Park.  The party begins on June 14th and runs 
daily from 9:00am - 3:00pm until the 18th.  No need to bring gifts because the 
chief party planners of the Redhawk District are going to be giving each of you 
gifts every day.  Join in the fun of Archery and BB guns!  Eater game are avail-
able in the water holes each day as the Cub Scouts will travel back in time to 
see how Scouts lived in the past 100 years.  Play exciting new games, celebrate 
with crafts, and develop new skills that used to be the norm for Scouts.  Sign in 
for the party daily at 8:00am.  All Cub Scouts will need to bring their lunches, 
swim gear, and a towel each day.  At Party Central (Trading Post) you will be 
able to pick up souvenirs to help remember this once in a lifetime event.  Cub 
Scouts are reminded to wear tennis shoes (no open-toed shoes allowed) during 
the festivities.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact: 
Camp Director Cathy Coad, 217-246-0606 - cdcoad@yahoo.com 
Program Director Sherry Robison, 217-663-0603 - srobison73@yahoo.com 
District Executive Ellen Watkins - 217-620-7205 - ellen.watkins@scouting.org   



Summer Camp 2010!!! 
Summer is just around the corner and the leadership and staff of Rhodes France Scout 
Reservation is ready to help your Scouts have the best, most rewarding summer camp 
experience possible.  Camp will kick off on June 6th as the staff moves in and begins their 

week long staff development course.  This week is spent with long hours of training as well 
as a lot of physical work to prep the camp to receive the roughly 400 Scouts who will call it 

home for a week this summer. 
 
Campsites are filling up quickly, so if your troop is not on the chart below, make sure to get your $50 deposit into 
the Council Service Center as soon as possible.  Due to the camp only operating for 3 weeks this summer, come 
campsites may need to be shared between troops, just because a week is full on the chart, does not necessarily 
mean you can no longer attend that week.  Contact Camp Director Matt Kaufman at the Council Service Center 
with questions. 
 
There will be something a little new in the Trading Post this summer, Blue Bunny Ice Cream Treats!  Since our soft 
ǎŜǊǾŜ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ōƛǘ ǘƘŜ Řǳǎǘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳ ǎƴŀŎƪǎΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
year.  Also returning is the ever popular Slushie Machine!  Multiple flavors will be available to choose from. 
 
Remember to invite family members to join your troop for Family night each Wednesday starting at 5:00pm.  
They can join us for dinner for only $5 per person.  Remind them to stay for the Family Night program as well. 
 
We look forward to having a great time this summer at Rhodes France.  The 2010 Camp T-shirts are now available 
for sale at the Council Service Center.  The cost is $12 for Youth Large - Adult XL and $15 for 2XL and above. 

2010 Campsite Reservations 

How Can You Help RFSR? 
Rhodes France Scout Reservation is in need of a new (to us) van or truck 
w/topper to be used mainly during the summer months to transport 
food back and forth from our food preparation facility in Tower Hill.  The 
current van has had many problems and basically limped through last 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ  ! άaƛƴƛ /ŀǊƎƻέ Ǿŀƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ 
anything work.  If you are interested in helping, please contact the 
Council Service Center at 217-429-2326. 

Venturing Age 
Requirement 
Change 
The National Executive Board re-
cently approved a resolution to 
change the eligibility requirements 
for Venturing to ensure consistency 
among Venturing, high-adventure 
bases, and other core programs. 
 
The current age and grade eligibility 
requirement for participation in the 
Venturing program is 14 years of age 
and completion of the eighth grade. 
 
Effective May 1, 2010, the minimum 
age requirement will be changed to 
14 years of age, or 13 of age and 
completion of the eighth grade.  The 
maximum age for participation re-
mains under 21 years of age.  More 
information is posted online at 
www.scouting.org/venturing. 





2010 Spring Rendezvous 
Area Scouting units and the public are invited to the Lincoln 
Trails Council Spring Rendezvous to be held May 14th - 16th 
at Wolf Creek State Park.  Lincoln Trails Council and the De-
partment of Natural Resources will once again team up to 
host our Spring Rendezvous along with the Links to the Fu-
ture program.  Registration for the Rendezvous will begin at 
5:00pm on Friday.  Registration will also be running on Sat-
urday morning for those units that can not arrive on Friday 
ƴƛƎƘǘΦ  aƛƪŜ IŀƳƳƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 
 
Traders, blacksmiths, black powder demonstrations, long-
bow makers, leather craft, knife making, rope making, flint 
napping, game call making and knife and tomahawk throw-
ing are just some of the many ongoing exhibits that may be 
available during the weekend.  Campsites representing the 
мтлл ŀƴŘ муллΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ 
through, ask questions, and observe. 
 
The Confederate Army will also be present to re-enact a 
portion of the War of Northern Aggression ς the Civil War.  
¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ муслΩǎ ŎŀƳǇ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
history of the war and talk about various aspects of life dur-
ing that time period.  They will have examples of herbal 
medicines, period weapons, flags, cooking, money, and will 
ōǊƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀƴƴƻƴǎΣ {ŀƳ ŀƴŘ aƛƴƛ [ŜŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ 
tent will feature a mini museum of actual artifacts from the 
war.  Group photos can be taken by the cannons, so bring 
your cameras. 
 
The Links to the Future portion of the program will feature 
Ducks Unlimited, a NRA booth, Turkeys Unlimited, Whitetail 
Deer Unlimited, fishing, BB guns, archery, trap shooting, 
portable nature display, woodcarver, fishing, canoeing, kay-
aking and much more.  Chief AJ, World Champion Shooter, 
will be on hand to teach slingshot shooting.  Slingshot par-
ticipants will have the opportunity to win their own sling-
shot from Chief AJ.  For more information on Chief AJ please 
visit his website at www.chiefaj.com  Horseback riding will 
be available for an additional fee through the Wolf Creek 
Stables.  For more information, please call Kelly at 217-665-
3558.     
 
The Central Illinois Gem & Mineral Club of Decatur will be 

ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎƭǳƛŎŜΦ  .ǳŎƪŜǘǎ ƻŦ άǇŀȅ ŘƛǊǘέ 
will be available for $5 per bucket and each bucket is guar-
anteed to contain at least 29 items to include rocks, miner-
als, gemstones, fossils, and geodes.  Please http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFUPPTj8OY4 to see the sluice 
in action! 
 
Other activities for Saturday night will feature a dutch oven 
cookoff.  Categories will be available for Scouts and 
Scouters.  Scouts will compete for prizes and the Scouters 
ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ŀ άōǊŀƎƎƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎέ ǘǊƻǇƘȅΦ  
A carry-in dinner will be the highlight of the evening with 
the main dish, dessert, drinks, and table service to be pro-
vided by Lincoln Trails Council and the Department of Natu-
ral Resources.  Units will be providing the side dishes for 
dinner.  Please plan on a dish that will serve your unit so 
that there will be enough to go around.  After dinner, a spe-
cial celebration will be held to commemorate the 100th An-
niversary of the Boy Scouts of America.  Catholic and non-
denominational Christian church services will be available 
after supper as well.  
 

All Scouting units are invited to attend this event for the 

entire weekend.  The event fee will be $12 per Scout and 

$10 per Adult.  The registration fee includes two nights of 

camping, event patch, and program materials for the week-

end.  The fees will increase $15 per Scout and $12 per Adult 

if paid after April 30th.  If you wish to come for Saturday 

only, the registration fee will be $6 for both Scouts and 

Adults with no late fee applied to Saturday participants.  For 

more information, contact the Council Service Center at 217

-429-2326 or 1-800-416-2328 

2011 World Scout Jamboree 
Be a part of Simply Scouting, the 2011 World Scout Jamboree on the fields of Rinkaby, not far from the town of Kristian-
stad, in the province of Skane, southern Sweden.  Hosted by the Swedish Guide and Scout Council, the 22nd World Scout 
Jamboree will run from July 27 - August 7, 2011.  The purpose of the event is to bring together Boy Scouts, Venturers, 
leaders, and staff to share international friendship and adventure for personal growth and development. 
 
If you are a Boy Scout or Ventuerer who will be between the ages of 14 and 17 on July 27, 2011, that is, specifically born 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Wǳƭȅ нрΣ мффо ŀƴŘ Wǳƭȅ нтΣ нффтΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻƭŜǎǘ {ŎƻǳǘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ŀǘǘŜƴŘΦ  
Contact the Council Service Center for more information or visit www.scouting.org/worldjamboree.aspx. 

http://www.chiefaj.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFUPPTj8OY4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFUPPTj8OY4


Cub Scout Summer 
Camp 
It's a party!! Lincoln Trails Council would like to invite 
you to help us celebrate the 100th year of Boy Scouts of 

America at our Centen-
nial Celebration on July 
23, 24 and 25th. This will 
be a 3 day, 2 night camp, 
and is open to ALL regis-
tered Cub Scouts.  This 
year's celebration will be 
a once in a lifetime event. 
The staff is preparing for 
a camp full of fun and 
learning. There will be 
BB, Archery, Swimming, 
and Hiking as well as 
games and crafts from 
the last 100 years.   

 
Fees for this year's celebration are $70.00 per Scout, 
and $45.00 per adult or other family member / guest. If 
you RSVP with a 50% deposit by March 19, and pay the 
balance by April 16 the fee is $60.00 per Scout and 
$35.00 per Adult or other family member / guest. Cub 
Scout registration includes a camp T- shirt, patch, mug 
and 5 meals. Adults and other guest will receive 5 
meals, a patch and a mug. Additional T-shirts, patches 
and mugs will be available at the trading post along 
with all the other scout stuff, snacks and slushies that 
we love so much!  (Bring a slushie to your camp director 
and he will love you for life!  Any flavorτanytime!)   
 
All campers (Scouts and Adults) are required to submit 
a current Annual Health and Medical form. Parts A, B, 
and C must be competed in order to participate. (Tip: 
make a copy of the form to turn in at camp, a copy for 
the unit leader to have on hand, and keep the original 
for your records.) Unit leaders are responsible for mak-
ing sure the forms are complete upon arrival.   
 
Registration will begin at 1 pm and units need to regis-
ter as a group.  Individual scouts will be instructed to 
wait for their units before registering.  Opening ceremo-
nies will begin at 3 pm.  All participants will receive a 
camper letter by April 30 (if registration is received by 
April 16) of unit and personal gear needed for your stay 
at Rhodes-France.  If you have any questions, concerns 
or comments, please contact one of the following staff 
members. 
   
Camp Director ς Greg Blackburn (618) 550-7756 gblack-
burn817@yahoo.com 
Program DirectorτGary Armes (217) 812-1224 
Staff Advisor ς Ellen Watkins, Redhawk District Execu-
tive (217) 620-7205 ellen.watkins@scouting.org 

2010 Webelos Woods 
Lincoln Trails Council will be hosting  Webelos Woods camp at Rho-
des-France Scout Reservation on July 17th,18th and 19th.  This is a 3 
day, 2 night Webelos only camp that will focus on Webelos badge 
and Arrow of Light requirements.  This is not your standard Cub 
Scout camp. The Webelos Scouts that attend Webelos Woods, will 
experience a camp that will help prepair them for the next part of 
their scouting adventure, Boy Scouts.  During this camp, the Webe-
los will be split into patrols, and get to experience the patrol 
method.  With help from the Boy Scouts on staff, the Webelos will 
make a patrol flag, come up with a patrol yell, and compete in pa-
trol activities to see which patrol is the best.  The Scouts will camp 
with their units in the campsites, and are encouraged to practice 
camping like a patrol while there.  Units should assign scouts to do 
some of the tasks that they may be assigned as Boy Scouts, includ-
ing fire warden, quartermaster, patrol leader and assistant patrol 
leader.  Unit leaders can consult the Boy Scouts or the camp staff 
for ideas, but the boys need to be running the camp site with mini-
mal assistance from the adults. 
  
You will need your "Class A uniform, for dinner and ceremonies, 
and will need to wear your Webelos Woods camp shirt for all other 
activities.  You will receive a Webelos Woods camp shirt upon 
check in at camp.  There will be Boy Scout tents and cots available 
on a first come, first serve basis, so you may want to bring a tent.  
Meals will be provided, but you are responsible for any food 
needed at the campsite. 
  
Fees for this year's camp are $70.00 per Scout, and $45.00 per 
adult or other family member / guest. If you RSVP with a 50% de-
posit by March 19, and pay the balance by April 16 the fee is 
$60.00 per Scout and $35.00 per Adult or other family member / 
guest.  Webelos Scouts will receive a Webelos Woods camp shirt, 
patch and camp mug as part of their registration fees.  All adult 
participants will receive a camp mug and patch, and can purchase 
T-shirts at the trading post or in advance on their scouts registra-
tion form. 
  
All campers (Webelos and Adults) are required to submit a current 
Annual Health and Medical form.  Parts A, B, and C must be com-
peted in order to participate.  (Tip: make a copy of the form to turn 
in at camp, a copy for the unit leader to have on hand, and keep 
the original for your records.)  Unit leaders are responsible for 
making sure the forms are complete upon arrival.  Registration will 
begin at 1:00 pm and units need to register as a group. Individual 
scouts will be instructed to wait for their units before registering. 
  
If you have any questions, please contact one of the following staff 
members: 
 
Camp Director ς Greg Blackburn (618) 550-7756 gblack-
burn817@yahoo.com 
Program DirectorτMarilee Stine (618) 550-7755 
macs725@yahoo.com  
Staff Advisor ς Ellen Watkins, Redhawk District Executive (217) 620
-7205 ellen.watkins@scouting.org 

mailto:gblackburn817@yahoo.com
mailto:gblackburn817@yahoo.com
mailto:ellen.watkins@scouting.org
mailto:gblackburn817@yahoo.com
mailto:gblackburn817@yahoo.com
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Lodge Chief - Tyler Goeckner 
Lodge Adviser - Matt Kaufman 

Lodge Staff Adviser - Doug Zaring 

Unit Elections 
 Just a reminder - each Chapter Chief will be contact-
ing each Scoutmaster in his chapter to set the date for the 
Order of the Arrow Unit Elections.  These are the elections 
where members of each troop choose who will be inducted 
into the Order of the Arrow this year.  All elections must be 
conducted by a trained unit election team from the lodge and 
must be completed by June 1st.  The 2009 - 2010 Chapter 
Chiefs are: Drew Monney - Railsplitter District, Jesse Muhs - 
Redhawk District, and Michael Weber - Two Rivers District. 
 
Fall Fellowship 
 The Fall Fellowship will be held on August 20th - 
22nd at Rhodes France Scout Reservation.  Scouts and 
Scouters who were elected this year and will be called out 
this summer are eligible to attend to complete their Ordeal..  
Also, Ordeal members who have been members for at least 
10 months can complete their Brotherhood during the week-
end.   
 
Summer Camp 
 The Woapink Lodge is active during summer camp at 
Rhodes France Scout Reservation.  Each Monday night at 
camp will feature an Ice Cream Social for all Order of the Ar-
row members.  Wednesday night is the annual Calling Out 
Ceremony for those newly elected candidates for member-
ship.  Those called out each week will be invited to an infor-
mational Ice Cream Social on Thursday night. 
 There is also plenty of Woapink Lodge merchandise 
in the Trading Post. 
 
Remember, all Lodge mailings are sent only to current paid 
members.  To check whether your dues are currently paid 
please contact Matt Kaufman at the Council Service Center. 

Subscribe to the E-Trailblazer 

 
If you would like to receive an e-mail 
notice when the Trailblazer is pub-
lished online please send an e-mail 

to Council Registrar Matt Kaufman at 
matt.kaufman@scouting.org. 

Order of the Arrow 
Woapink Lodge 

Eagle Scout Boards of 
Review 
¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ŀ {ŎƻǳǘΩǎ ŎƭƛƳō ǘƻ ŀǘǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƴƪ ƻŦ 9ŀƎƭŜ 
is participation in an Eagle Scout Board of Review.  This last 
review is not a test of skills or knowledge, but an evalua-
ǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŎƻǳǘΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ {ŎƻǳǘƛƴƎ 
ideals.  To provide a fair and consistent evaluation of each 
Eagle Scout candidate, the advancement committee has 
established guidelines for the Board of Review.  The re-
viewing board consists of three to six adults and will be 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦ  ¦Ǉƻƴ 
special request, the Troop may have 
adults from their committee participate, 
but they may not make up more than 
50% of the group and cannot include any 
family member of the candidate.  All 
Board of Review members must be at 
least 21 years old, but not necessarily be 
registered members of Scouting.  These 
guidelines will ensure consistency across 
the council for Scouts who have worked 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŀǘǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ {ŎƻǳǘƛƴƎΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǊŀƴƪΦ 

BSA Historical Merit 
Badge Program 
Experience the History of Scouting! 
 
As the Boy Scouts of America celebrates 100 years of 
{ŎƻǳǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
opportunity to experience a piece of the past. 
 
The four vintage merit badges that will count toward rank 
advancement are being released for the centennial year 
only, giving Boy Scouts a hands-on opportunity to experi-
ence the exciting past of the BSA. 
 
Earning these historical merit badges should be more than 
just earning another merit badge.  By reading these merit 
badge pamphlets (available online at www.scouting.org/
boyscouts/advancementandawards/meritbadges.aspx) and 
completing the requirements as close to how a Scout of 
1910 would have done them will be your true growing ex-
perience. 



 
 

In Memory of Walt Nelson: 
Jack McCoy 
Gib Maines 
Ritchie & Sandra Barnett 
Tom & Nelda Foster 
 
In Memory of Robert Fitzgerrel, Sr. 
Gary & Jan Sickbert 
Mary Jo & Mike Weishaar 
McFarland Mental Health Center 
 
In Memory of Ruth Good 
Sharon & Harold Good 
 
In Memory of Rex Casner 
Litter Gitters 
Eric & Sydney McRae 
Robert & Mary Roberts 
Kimberly Serbe 
Brett & Gayle McPheron 
Richard & Barbara Goldstein 
Lori Casner 
Sidney & Deborah James 
Cerro Gordo Elementary Social Committee 
Douglas & Mindy McGuire 
Michael & Sydney Price 
Robert & Patricia Whitten 
Richard & Judith Arnold 
Danny & Cindy Peters 
MIS Social Fund 
Ronald Irby 
Joseph & Kelly Miller 
Kirby & Rhonda Giles 
Dennis & Janet Johnson 
Kevin & Kimberly Mandrell 
 

 

 
 

 

The Memorial/Tribute 

Fund is an outstanding 

way to honor or remem-

ber a friend or family 

member as a living me-

morial and lasting trib-

ute.  It is an everlasting 

tribute to Scouting mark-

ing occasions such as 

birthdays, anniversaries, 

graduations, or recogni-

tions such as Eagle Scout 

or Silver Beaver.  

Mark McKown - Troop 39 - Sullivan 
 

Joshua Packer - Troop 130 - Effingham 
 

Luke Randolph - Troop 181 - Paris 
 

Aaron Wall - Troop 57 - Mattoon 
 

Wyatt Wilkerson - Troop 15 - Decatur 
 

Dustin Woltman - Troop 180 - Paris 
 

Membership  
Information 
It is almost time for the annual Program Kick-off event 
to be held in each district.  For the second year this 
event is being held in the spring instead of the tradi-
tional late summer.  Membership recruitment, which 
in the past has been relegated to the fall, is now a year 
round event with as much emphasis on the spring as 
the fall of the year. 
 
Each unit, whether it is a Pack, Troop, Crew, or Post is 
encouraged to have a recruiting plan that is year round 
in scope with established goals.  Full family Scouting is 
encouraged with each unit establishing a working rela-
tionship with other types of units in their immediate 
area.  This sets up a clear path of progression that a 
young boy can follow as he advances through the 
ranks until his 21st birthday. 
 
An aid to this plan is the development of a year round 
activity program that can be supplemented by the 
many district and council activities that occur through-
out the year.  In this way, youth retention and recruit-
ment will be much easier to accomplish. 
 
Each unit is encouraged to attend their respective Kick
-off event where there will be available many unit spe-
cific helpful items to aid the unit in its program plan-
ning.  Among these items are specific recruitment 
plans that can be implemented as is or modified to fit 
ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ  !ƭǎƻ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǇǊŜπ
sentatives from the membership committee of each 
district who stand ready to assist each unit in estab-
lishing and reaching their membership goals. 



Lincoln Trails Council Calendar 
May - June 

May 
 

Apr. 30 - May 2 - OA Spring Fellowship 
 

2 - OA Lodge Executive Committee Meeting 
 

11 - Properties Committee 
 

14-16 - Spring Rendezvous 
 

18 - Council Annual Meeting & Executive Board    
        Meeting 
 

31 - Memorial Day - Service Center Closed 
 
 
 

 
 

June 
 

6-12 - RFSR Summer Camp Staff Development 
 

8 - Properties Committee 
 

13-19 - RFSR Summer Camp Week 1 
 

17 - Program Committees 
 

20-26 - RFSR Summer Camp Week 2 
 

27-July 3 - RFSR Summer Camp Week 3 
 

Lincoln Trails Council 
Boy Scouts of America 
262 W. Prairie Avenue 
Decatur, IL 62523 

To our valued volunteer: 


