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General Council News 

 

Silver Beaver Nominations 
 

The Silver Beaver is an 
award given to those who 
implement the Scouting 
program and perform  
community service 
through hard work, self 
sacrifice, dedication, and 
many years of service. It is given to 
those who do not actively seek it.   
Recipients must be nominated, and then 
selected by the Silver Beaver  
Committee.  As evidence of the award 
there shall be presented: 
 

1. A certificate, duly authenticated by 
the Boy Scouts of America, pursuant to 
the action of the National Court of Honor 

2. A miniature Silver Beaver suspended 

by a blue and white ribbon to be worn 
around the neck 

3. A special square knot patch that is 

worn on the Scout uniform 
 
The council will accept nominations until 
January 27, 2012.  The awards will be 
presented at the council annual  
recognition event in April.  Please be 
sure to provide as much information 
about your nominee as possible!  The 
committee members are instructed to 
make their decision based on the  
information provided on the nomination 
form only.  We look forward to honoring 
your nominee in 2012. 

 

 

The council is delighted to announce that two unit  
fundraising opportunities will be offered to help fund local 
Scouting programs in 2012.  As always, the popcorn sale 
will be our main fundraiser in the fall.  Last year units 
earned more than $140,000 to make Scouting happen!  
Our newest opportunity will be a battery sale in the spring, 
probably April, to help Scouts earn their way to camp.  We 
are encouraging packs, troops and crews to establish 
“Scout accounts” where a good portion of the proceeds 
from a Scout’s battery sale will be set aside for him to 
help pay for summer camp.  To that end, the profit on the 
battery sale will be set at 40% of the retail sale.  The  
battery sale is an easy, risk-free way for a Scout to show 
that “A Scout is Thrifty – he helps to pay his own way…”  
A few units participated in a battery sale at the end of 
2011 with some pretty positive results! 

 

2012 Unit Fund Raising Opportunities 

 

Properties Committee Year in Review  
 

2011 Was a great year for the Properties Committee who 
did a lot of wonderful things at Rhodes France Scout  
Reservation.  Some improvements that you may have 
heard about include: 
 
1. New roads and parking lot (thank you Howell Paving!) 
2. Removal of scrap metal throughout camp 
3. Painting projects 
4. New campsite – Rustling Pines (thank you Troop 142!) 
5. New latrine in Heaven’s View 
6. New Scoutcraft program area 
7. Buildings moved to various program areas 
8. Repaired boat racks at the waterfront 
9. Completion of McCoy Village staff area (thank you 

Jack McCoy and John Merli!) 
10. New Foosball Court (thank you Troop 98!) 
11. Repaired roof on the chapel (thank you Larry Oleson!) 



 

 

 

 

 

Service Center: 

(217) 429-2326 

Fax (217) 429-3326 

Toll Free 1-800-416-2328 

Service Center Hours 

Monday through Friday 

8:30 am - 5:00pm 

(262 W. Prairie Ave. - 2 blocks west of downtown 

Decatur) 
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And a fantastic 2011 it was!  Let’s take a look at some of the great things that  
happened in the Lincoln Trails Council during 2011: 
 
¶ The council received well wishes publicly in newspapers, on the radio, and on      

television 
¶ Council funding was better than ever with increases in Friends of Scouting, special 

events, and even United Way! 
¶ Leadership Breakfasts took place in every district to raise money and awareness of 

local Scouting programs 
¶ Membership in our programs grew to an all-time high 
¶ Council activities were very well attended, including the Klondike Derby, Spring 

Rendezvous, and the various camporees that took place in all of the districts 
¶ Camping programs were also well attended and the program offered was better 

than ever 
 
Thank you for making 2011 a memorable year for the Lincoln Trails Council and the 
more than 5,000 young people that were served with Quality Scouting programs over 
the year.  Without you Scouting simply does not happen. 



 

Serving Macon County and Moweaqua 

District Chairman  

Sid Palmer - (217) 963-2306 - arms5il@yahoo.com 

District Commissioner 

Pam Roberts - (217) 521-9284 - pam.roberts@adm.com 

District Director  

Bob Larson - (c) (217) 521-3059 robert.larson@scouting.org 

Railsplitter 

District 

January 

 

1 New Year’s Day 

5 Commissioner’s Meeting 

10 District Meeting 

12 Roundtable 

21 Klondike Derby 

 

February 

 

2 Commissioner’s Meeting 

7             District Committee 

9 Roundtable 

25 Annual Business Meeting 

 and Recognition Dinner 

Railsplitter District Calendar  

January 12th and February 9th 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 

Saints, 3955 Lourdes Dr., Decatur 

7:00pm 
  Roundtables will be held on January 12th and 

February 9th at the Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter Day Saints, starting at 7:00 p.m.   

January’s meeting will focus on Blue and Gold 

presentations and we will hold a leader’s     

Cubanapolis race.  February’s meeting will 

feature updated information on summer camps 

for both Cub and Boy Scouts. 

  This is also a time when valuable  

information is made available to your unit.  

Each Pack, Troop, and Crew is highly  

encouraged to attend these meetings so they 

can prepare the best program for their units.  

Don’t miss out on this opportunity, mark you 

calendar now. 

January 10th 

St Johns Lutheran Church 

 

  The next Railsplitter District Committee 

Meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 10th 

at St Johns Lutheran Church.  The meeting will 

begin at 7:00 p.m. and all Scouters from the 

district are encouraged to attend. 

  The district is aiming for 100% unit participation 

for the 2012 Family Friends of Scouting campaign.  

This would give each family in our district the 

opportunity to support the Scouting program in a 

special way.  Each unit is asked to let us know 

when in January, February, or March we can come 

give the Friends of Scouting story to their unit.  Blue and Golds, Troop Courts 

of Honor, or Crew meetings are great times to invite the district to give this 

important and necessary information.  To set your date now, please call Mark 

Potter at 217-423-7195.  Thank you for your support.  With your help we will 

continue to give a great program to our youth. 

 

Hickory Point Mall  
 

  The 2012 Mall Show will be held on Saturday, March 10th 

at Hickory Point Mall.  The show will consist of a pinewood 

derby race for the Cub Scouts and booths and exhibits set up 

by the district’s packs, troops, crews, and posts.  Packs are encouraged to setup 

a booth displaying crafts, games, or other activities.  Troops are encouraged to 

have booths that show Scouting skills in action.  Crews and Posts are  

encouraged to highlight their unit’s special interest.  All Cub Scouts are invited 

to participate in the derby race.  Joining us in the mall this year will be the Girl 

Scouts, celebrating their 100th anniversary!  For additional information on the 

mall show, contact Bob Larson at 217-429-2326. 

  The annual business meeting and annual Recognition Dinner will be held 

Saturday, February 25th, 5:00 pm at St. John’s Lutheran Church.  This  

Recognition Dinner is open to all Scouters.  The district will review the events 

of 2011 and thank those Scouters who helped make the year a success.  The 

2011 Eagle Scout class will be guests and honored for their achievements.  

Unit awards, individual awards and District Award of Merit presentations will 

be made.  The annual business meeting will be held with the election of district 

members, a district chairman, and the nomination of the district commissioner.  

If you would like to nominate someone for the district committee, please  

contact Sid Palmer at 217-963-2306. 

  The District Award of Merit recognition 

award is presented annually in each district to 

Scouters who have rendered noteworthy service 

to youth in Scouting, outside of Scouting, or 

both.   Nomination forms for this award are 

available through your District Executive or the 

Council Service Center.  The deadline for  

submitting nominations is February 9th, 2012.  

All nominations must be submitted to the 

Council Service Center or bring them to 

Roundtable.   

 

 

 



 

District Chairman 
Becky Wilson - (618) 428-5495  bewilson78@hotmail.com 

District Commissioner 
Rich Zahnle - (h) (618) 423-9005  richzahnle@yahoo.com 

Senior District Executive 
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douglas.zaring@scouting.org 
Serving Christian, Effingham, Fayette,  

Moultrie, and Shelby counties. 
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January 
 
4 – District Committee Meeting 
12 –Roundtable 
14 – Argenta Merit Badge Fair 
16 - Martin Luther King Day - Office Closed 
20 – District Award of Merit Nominations Due 
21 – Klondike Derby 
27 - Silver Beaver Nominations Due 
28 - Boy Scout Leader Indoor Training 
29 – Jamboree Contingent Meeting - Charleston 

 February 
 
 1 – District Committee Meeting 
 5 - Scout Sunday 
 9 – Roundtable / Recharters Due 
 16 – Program Committee Meeting 
 18 – Caterpillar Merit Badge Fair 
 20 – Presidents Day Office Closed 
 25 – Mall Show 
  

Two Rivers District Calendar 

Roundtables and District Meetings 
  
It is fall again, and that means it is time to start up our Roundtables and District Meetings again. The next 2 Roundtable meetings are 
Thursday January, 12th  and February 9th at the Methodist Church in Shelbyville. The meeting starts at 7:00pm. 
 
If you have not attended a Roundtable in the past, you should try to be at our next one. Not only is there a lot of information given 
out, but it is a chance to meet with other unit leaders and ask questions of each other, and there are free prizes for first time 
attendees. The more you talk with other leaders, the more ideas you can take back to your own unit.  
 
The next 2 District Meetings are going to be held at 7:00pm on Wednesday January 4th and February 1st at the KC Hall in Effingham. 
We will be doing breakout sessions for our different committees so if you are a part of a committee or would like to be, come on out 
and join us. 

 
From Your District Executive 

 
It’s pinewood derby time again remember that the mall 
shows are coming up. I hope everyone has fun with 
their derby races. With our successful roundups this 
year we need to get all of those new leaders trained as 
soon as possible. As always start on-line with “This is 
Scouting” and “Youth Protection”, then get together 
with our outstanding training committee to finish up 
with the rest of the specific training or just take it 
online as well.. Remind your parents that they can call 
in orders to the Council Scout Shop and they will ship 
the merchandise to you, or I can drop it off on my way 
through town. 
 
Yours in Scouting, 
Doug Zaring 
Two Rivers Senior District Executive  

 

Blue and Gold Banquets  
It is time to start planning your Blue and Gold Banquets for 2012, 
my calendar is starting to fill up with dates, please contact me as 
soon as possible to set up dates for this very important event. 
 

Cross over  
Packs should be holding fun and exciting crossover ceremonies for 
the boys that are moving into Boy Scouts. There are many sources 
of information but you can start with the Cub Scout Ceremonies for 
Dens and Packs (No. 33212) or there are many ideas on the  
internet just search for Webelos Crossover Ceremonies. Let's start 
off their Boy Scout adventure right. 
 
Some packs do this during a campout with the Boy Scouts, some 

do it as part of a pack meeting, and others hold them at the park in 

a special ceremony just for the Webelos. The ideas are endless; 

just make it memorable for the scouts. If you need help with this 

please contact Doug Zaring at 217-620-0772. 



 

District Chairman 
Becky Wilson - (618) 428-5495  bewilson78@hotmail.com 
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District Award of Merit 
 

The District Award of Merit is available to Scouters 
(registered adults in the BSA who have rendered service 
of an outstanding nature within their district. The Award 
is a council award presented by the district in the same 
manner that the Silver Beaver is a national award  
presented by councils. The award is made available  
annually on the basis of one for each 25 units in the  
district, or fraction thereof. The district need not present 
all of the awards to which it is entitled each year. The 
Award of Merit selection committee, appointed each 
year by the district chairman, is composed of  
distinguished, dedicated and knowledgeable Scouters 
drawn from throughout the community. 
 
Nomination Forms can be found at the council web site 
www.lincolntrailscouncil.org under Resources and then 
under Scouting Forms. Nominations are due into the 
council office by Friday Jan 20

th
, 2012. Please fill out the 

forms completely as they will not be considered if the 
form is not filled out correctly. 

 

Silver Beaver Award 
 

The Silver Beaver Award was  
established in 1931 and is  
presented for distinguished service to 
young people within a local Boy 
Scouts of America Council. It is the highest award 
which may be presented by a local council. A recipient 
must be a registered adult member of the Boy Scouts of 
America. The Council salutes the commitment and hard 
work of these Scouters! 
 
Annually, volunteers nominate men and women who 
are doing an outstanding job as Scouters for the Silver 
Beaver Award. These nominations are reviewed by the 
Silver Beaver Selection Committee and the most  
outstanding men and women are selected to receive 
this special recognition. The Silver Beaver award is  
presented to recipients in April at the Council  
Recognition Dinner. 
 
The committee welcomes all nominations and  
encourages you to recommend those Scouters you  
believe worthy of this high honor at any time. We need 
to have a minimum of 3 nominations from our district so 
lets get them turned in, there are plenty of deserving 
volunteers in our district lets help recognize them for the 
great service they are doing. Deadline for  
nominations: January 15

th
, 2012. 

Mall Show  
 

Each February, The Mall in Effingham hosts Cub Scout Packs, Boy Scout Troops, and Venture Crews from all 

over the Two Rivers district for the 2012 Mall Show. Individual local units will have exhibits showing off some of 

their coolest activities, gear, and crafts. Try your hand at some of the demonstrations as you talk to members and 

leaders. You may be surprised to learn you can get involved with Search & Rescue, Scuba, or many other really 

exciting activities. Find out just what fun scouting is. 

At the center of it all is the District Pine Wood Derby competition. Dozens of awesome precision racing  

machines, hand-crafted by the scouts themselves, compete for bragging rights in separate speed competitions. 

Hear the quiet roar of plastic wheels clattering against a wooden track as the cars fly (hopefully down the track) 

towards the finish line. Be inspired by scouts' unique car designs, from the beautifully crafted, to the whimsical, to 

the creatively interpreted abstracts. 

So mark your calendars for February 25
th
, 2012 and don’t miss out on this fun event please see the flyer for all of 

the rules and times. 

http://www.lincolntrailscouncil.org
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 Roundtable 
 

 

Roundtables are held the second Thursday of 
each month at 7:00pm at the First Christian 
Church in Casey.  All units should attend as this 
is your opportunity to receive important  
information concerning upcoming district and 
council events, learn new skills, and interact with 
other leaders just like yourself.  These meetings 
are not just for Scoutmasters and Cubmasters, 
they are open to any leader, committee member, 
youth member or parents in your unit who wants 
to help improve your program.  If you have any 
questions or would like more information on  
upcoming Roundtable activities, please contact 
Scott Ross at sar1999@aol.com  

Redhawk District Dinner 

 
Mark your calendars!  The Redhawk District will be holding 
its annual business meeting and recognition dinner on 
Thursday, March 1

st
.  All unit leaders, unit committee  

members, and unit commissioners are encouraged to attend. 
One of the highlights of the evening will be the recognition of 
the 2011 Eagle Scout Class.  The District Award of Merit will 
also be awarded along with recognition of adult leaders for 
their contributions to Scouting during the past year and a 
review of highlights from 2011.   
 
The annual business meeting will also be held at this time.  
The election of district members and a district chairman as 
well as the nomination of a district commissioner will take 
place.  The cost for the dinner will be $10 per person.  Eagle 
Scouts are invited to attend free of charge.   

Redhawk District Calendar 
 

 

January 5    District Commissioner / Committee Meetings 
January 12  Roundtable 
January 27  District Award of Merit Nomination Due 
February 2  District Commissioner / Committee Meetings 
February 9  Roundtable 
February 11 Mall Show/Pinewood Derby 

District Commissioner & Committee Meetings  

 
The District Commissioner & Committee meetings are held on the 
first Thursday of the month at the Greathouse of Pizza in Casey.  
The District Commissioner meeting will begin at 6:30pm to be  
immediately followed at 7:30 pm by the District Committee meeting.  
Any adult leaders who would like to help out with district activities or 
would like to help out on one or the district committees are  
encouraged to attend.  Please contact District Commissioner Scott 
Ross or District Executive Ellen Watkins for more information on 
how you can help Redhawk District!   

 
Redhawk Scouts in Action 
 
Mattoon Rotary Club Annual Food Drive 
 
Members of Pack 33 and Troop 57 helped 
with the Mattoon Rotary Club food drive 
on Saturday, December 3.  They were  
assigned Route #1 and had the largest turn 
out of any of the organization coming out 
to help.  Ellen Watkins and the Mattoon 
Rotary Club would like to express their  
sincere thanks for a job well done.   
 
Please provide your photos of your unit to 
District Chairman Roger Rives, District  
Commissioner Scott Ross, or District  
Executive Ellen Watkins so that they can be 
honored for their accomplishments! 
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Friends of Scouting 

 
 
As 2011 begins to wind down and we start  
looking ahead to 2012, please remember that 
Scouting needs the support of everyone.  It has 
been said that a volunteer gives time; a Scouter 
gives time, treasure and talent.  Through your 
unit’s support, Lincoln Trails Council is able to 
keep Scouting affordable to all families and  
provide assistance to youth when needed.  As 
your unit begins to make plans for 2012 please 
remember to include a Friends of Scouting 
presentation as part of your January, February, 
or March pack meeting or court of honor.   
Please contact Redhawk Family FOS Chair,  
Karen Fischer (paul2jamie@yahoo.com) or  
District Executive Ellen Watkins to schedule your 

presentation.   

District Award of Merit Nominations 

 
The District Award of Merit is a  
council award presented by districts 
to honor Scouters who render service 
of an outstanding nature at the district level.  To be eligible 
to earn this award the nominee must meet the following  
requirements: 1. Must be a registered Scouter; 2. Must have 
rendered noteworthy service to youth in Scouting, outside of 
Scouting, or both; 3.  Consideration must be given to the 
nominee’s Scouting position and the corresponding  
opportunity to render outstanding service beyond the  
expectations of that Scouting position; and 4.  The  
nominee’s attitude toward and cooperation with the district 
and/or council is to be taken into consideration.  The  
deadline for submitting nominations for this award is January 
27

th
, 2010.  If you have any questions about this award 

please contact District Executive Ellen Watkins.   
Nominations forms can be found online at 
www.scouting.org/media/forms 

2021 Cross County Mall Show 
 

Saturday, February 11, 2011 
Cross County Mall – Mattoon 
  
The Cross County Mall Show will show the public what Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Venturers, and Explorers do.  Each unit 
should plan on having an interactive display or exhibit for the Mall Show.  What a better way to promote Scouting and your 
unit to the public during Scout Week.  Some displays ideas for the Mall Show could include knots & lashings, history of 
Scouting, model campsites, Cub Scout games, Space Derby, and much more.   
 

The District-wide Pinewood Derby Race will also be held during the Mall Show!  The race schedule is listed below and leaders 
should make their packs aware of the race order.   The fee to race will be $5 per car and will include a patch! 

 
Race Times 

    Weigh In  Race 
Webelos  (4th & 5th grades) 8:30am - 8:59am  9:00am 
Bear (3rd grade)   10:00am - 10:29am 10:30am 
Wolf (2nd grade)   12:30pm - 12:59pm 1:00pm 
Tiger (1st grade)   2:00pm - 2:29pm  2:30pm 
  
Outlaw (any non-cub Scout or adult) - Race immediately following the Tiger race!   
 **Don’t be late.  Once the race starts, no boys can be added to the computer! 
 **No lubrication is allowed in the Mall, please lube outside the mall! 



   2012 Summer Camp Sign Ups! 

 

 

2012 Campsite 
Reservations  
 
 
The Council Service 
Center is currently  
accepting reservations 
for the 32nd season of 
Boy Scout Summer 
Camp at Rhodes France 
Scout Reservation.  All 
others Troops can sign 
up now.  All you need to do to reserve your site is send a $50 campsite fee to the Council Service in 
Decatur. 
 
The sites can fill up quickly, so make your reservation now! 

 

 
bƻǿ !ŎŎŜǇǝƴƎ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ {ǳƳƳŜǊ /ŀƳǇ {ǘŀũ 
 
Summer Camp at Rhodes France Scout Reservation should be your Troop’s #1 summer destination!  
Matt Kaufman will again be serving as the Camp Director for the 2012 camping season.  Matt has 
served on the staff at Rhodes France Scout Reservation for a total of 6 years.  He has also served 
as a Scoutmaster of Troop 31 in Argenta and is currently the Lodge Adviser for Woapink Lodge,  
Order of the Arrow.  Daniel Carbaugh (Indy), will once again be serving as the Program Director for 
2012.  Daniel has spent many summers on staff at Boy Scouts camps including a season as  
Program Director at Camp Buffalo in Indiana.  He is looking forward to providing the direction for this 
year’s program staff. 
 
Applications to be on staff for the 2012 summer season are available from the Council Service  
Center.  The camp administration is looking for energetic staff members to help bring the program at 
the camp to life and provide a great experience for all campers and leaders who attend.  If you would 
like to be a member of the team please contact Matt Kaufman, Camp Director, at 217-521-4044 or 
matt.kaufman@scouting.org.  Applications should be turned in as soon as possible for the best 
chances of being on our staff.  Many applications have already been submitted so don’t delay; get 
yours in now to be a part of the fun in 2012. 



Service Crew  
The Properties Committee has organized a recognition plan for all those who help out at any of the 
council facilities.  If you have any questions about this plan, please talk to Dan Brookman, Properties 
Committee Chairman (217) 539-4464. 
 

Lincoln Trails Council Service Crew  
Service Crew Recognition Plan  

 

 
 

Concept:   Develop a recognition system that will serve to both recognize and motivate  
people to help with work projects at council properties. 

 
Eligibility:   Any and all who assist with projects at one of the council’s properties (Rhodes 
France Scout Reservation, Camp Kickapoo, Council Service Center).  Order of the Arrow 
members who provide service as part of OA events and Scouts working on adopted 
campsites and facilities also qualify.  Projects and participation must be approved by the 
chairman of the Properties Committee. 

 
Record Keeping:   Participants must “sign in” with the volunteer in charge of the service  
project.  Times of service will be recorded by the half-day.  4 hours or less of service count 
as a half day, more than 4 hours counts as a full day.  All participation will be kept on file at 
the council Service Center.  Opportunities and needs for service will be communicated 
through the council newsletter, OA newsletter, and special email invitations. 

 
Recognitions and Requirements:  
 
 Item      Service Required  
1. Special “Doing the Dirty Work” patch   3 days 
2. Ball cap with logo     8 days 
3. T-shirt with logo     13 days 
4. Hooded Sweatshirt with logo   18 days 
5. Jacket with logo     23 days 

 
 
Note:   All items are not dated.  Service days are total days, not cumulative (to qualify for the hat a 

total of 8 days of service are required, not 8 days plus  the 3 days for the patch…) 
 
Recognitions will be given publicly at a time to be determined.  Recognition recipients will also be 

listed in the council newsletter. 
 



2012 Klondike 

Derby 

Who:  All Boy Scouts in Lincoln Trails Council.  This is a  Boy  

 Scout event only.  No Webelos. 

 

Cost: $12 per Scout, $7 per adult if paid on or before Friday, January 13th.  Registrations  

 after January 13th will be $15 per Scout and $10 per adult. 

 

General Information 
 

 Check in will begin at 8:00am.  The opening ceremony is set for 9:00am.  The event will  

 conclude with the awards ceremony at approximately 3:30pm.  The annual sled race  

 will take place near the end of the day.  Awards will be presented for overall 1st, 2nd, & 3rd 

 places.  A traveling trophy will be presented to the overall winner.  There will also be a “Best 

 Patrol Flag” competition.  Patrols will be scored on uniformity, not just  on performance.  This 

 does NOT mean they must wear the Scout uniform.  Each Patrol  can make a dress code for 

 their team. 
 

 Each patrol must have a sled.  See the internet for construction ideas.  Sleds must be capable 

 of carrying a rider.  Wheels can be used, but they must be less than 8” in diameter.  Each sled 

 MUST have a removable patrol flag. 
 

 Scouts should wear proper clothing for the weather.  No tennis shoes!  Each troop is  

 responsible for providing their own lunch.  1 hour will be provided for lunch.  Camping is  

 available on Friday and Saturday nights (free of charge).  Arrangements must be made with 

 the Lincoln Trails Council Service Center by units wishing to camp.  Eagle’s Rest,  

             Ambucs, and Tachquiwi are not available for camping.  Water will NOT be available at   

             the camp.  Hay  or straw may be used in the camping areas. 

 
 

What to Bring  
 

 First aid kit (Including splints and triangular bandages), 8’x10’ tarp, Scout Handbook, hatchet, 

 tinder for fire, matches or flint & steel, pocket knife, canteen of water, firewood for fire,  

 blankets, compass, binders twine, (2) 6’ staves, and (2) 25’ lengths of rope. 
 

NEW EVENTS: 
 

 Bear Bag, Ravine Rescue, Blizzard Survival, Spaghetti Knot 2.0, Hot Chocolate Chug-a-lug,  

 & Helium Hoops. 

 

For more information, contact Rob Grotts at 217-820-1634  

or the Council Service Center at 217-429-2326. 
 

Come ready for an adventure! 
 

Thanks to Troop 99 of Pana for staffing this event again this year! 



















 

Ask the Registrarñ 
 Question & Answer with Valerie Green 
 

Q.  What is a ScoutParent? 

A.  A ScoutParent is an adult who indicated on the Youth Application that they would be an active 
ScoutParent. These names appear on the unit roster. There is no fee charged and no adult  
application required for ScoutParents. ScoutParents are not registered BSA members and do not 
receive a membership card. They are volunteers for the unit. 

 

Q.  How do I become fully trained? 

A.  Training for each registered position is slightly different. The majority of registered members, 
and interested ScoutParents, can become fully trained by completing the on-line training at 
MyScouting.org. Scoutmasters, Crew Advisors, and their assistants must also complete  
Introduction to Outdoor Skills. Basic Adult Leader Outdoor Orientation is recommended for  
Cubmasters and their assistants. 

 
Q.  When does my registration expire? 

A.  For Lincoln Trails Council, BSA members in a unit are registered from January 1 to December 
31

st 
and pay an annual registration and insurance fee. District positions and Council positions are 

registered from July 1 to June 31
st 

and pay an annual registration and insurance fee. Merit Badge 
Counselors are registered from July 1 to June 31

st 
and do not pay a fee. 

 
Q.  Why does the office require so many adult applications from me? 

A.  When adults first apply to a unit, a District position, a Council position or to be a Merit Badge 
Counselor an adult application is required. In each case, the signatures required may be different. It 
is the responsibility of the unit, the Chartering Organization, and the Council professional staff to 
review and approve adults by signing their application form. Also, the answers to the questions on 
the right side of the adult application may have changed since the last application was received. 
If you maintain your registration from one year to the next in the same unit or other position (no 
years unregistered), a new application is not required.  If there is a gap or unregistered period, you 
are considered a first time applicant again. A signed disclosure form and youth protection training 
validation is required for each adult application. For your protection, applications are kept locked in 
the Council office and shredded three years after they are received.  

Character Under Construction – FOS 2012 
 
The theme for this year’s Friends of Scouting campaign will once again be 
“Character Under Construction.”  The council and its districts are already 
preparing the groundwork for a successful campaign by getting volunteers 
in place and developing campaign materials that will make for a fun and 
exciting fund drive. 
 
You can help the campaign reach its goal early in 2012 by signing up now for your unit’s Friends 
of Scouting presentation.  The presentation is a DVD that will last only a few moments, and will 
explain the necessity of the campaign and show families how they can help make Scouting  
affordable to all Scouts in 2012.  We ask that you set aside 15 minutes or so at the beginning of 
your first Troop Court of Honor or your Pack’s Blue & Gold Banquet so that a district volunteer can 
visit your unit and do a good presentation. 



 
Order of the Arrow News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter Banquet  
 
The 2012 Winter Banquet will be held on Saturday, March 3

rd
.  The banquet is a time 

for all arrowmen and their families to gather for fun, food, and fellowship.  Many 
Woapink Lodge members will be recognized for their achievements over the past 
year, including the 2011 Vigil Honor Class, Arrowman of the Year, and Founder’s 
Award recipients.  Registration forms will be mailed to all arrowmen in mid-January. 
 
 
 
 
 
Lodge Dues  
 
Just a reminder that Lodge Dues were due in the Council Service Center in  
December.  If you have not yet paid your dues, do so as soon as possible.   
Arrowmen who do not pay their dues do not receive mailings and are not actual 
members of the lodge.  Remember that you must be a registered member of the Boy 
Scouts of America to be a member of the Order of the Arrow. 
 
 
 
 
 
OA Unit Elections  
 
The Lodge Executive Committee approved a new election cycle for OA Unit  
Elections in Lincoln Trails Council.  All OA Unit elections must be held prior to March 
1

st
, 2012.  Unit Elections are scheduled through each District’s Chapter Chief.  If you 

need contact information for your Chapter Chief, contact the Council Service Center. 



 

2011 Popcorn Sale Results 
 

2011 was a great year for Lincoln Trials Council’s annual popcorn sale.  The Council’s total sales 

were just over $448,000.00!  The Council would like to thank the Council Popcorn Committee, Brad 

McWilliams (Chairman), Angela Ward, and Mandy Miller for all of their hard work in planning and 

promoting this year’s sale.  And of course a big thank you needs to go to each and every Scout who 

sold popcorn this year.  If it were not for the individual Scouts selling door to door, this sale would 

never take place. 

 

A sale of $448,000.00 means that over $123,000.00 was earned by our local Scouting units.  That 

money will help provide program opportunities for thousands of Scouts in 2012.  Below is a listing 

of the top 3 packs and troops in each district. 

 

Railsplitter  

Pack 91 (Niantic-Harristown) - $30,172.90 

Pack 43 (Mt. Zion) - $30,015.85 

Pack 35 (Decatur) - $24,163.45 

 

Troop 43 (Mt. Zion) - $9,989.70 

Troop 104 (Decatur) - $6,384.75 

Troop 31 (Argenta) - $5,691.95 

 

 

Redhawk 

Pack 33 (Mattoon) - $13,811.95 

Pack 901 (Robinson) - $13,339.90 

Pack 41 (Charleston) - $11,767.90 

 

Troop 141 (Charleston) - $8,762.85 

Troop 57 (Mattoon) - $8,076.00 

Troop 84 (Casey) - $4,934.00 

 

Two Rivers 

Pack 39 (Sullivan) - $17,690.90 

Pack 335 (Effingham) - $9,145.85 

Pack 118 (Brownstown) - $8,119.90 

 

Troop 39 (Sullivan) - $8,888.55 

Troop 51 (Shelbyville) - $4,296.00 

Troop 137 (Teutopolis) - $4,024.00 

 

The following Scouts were recognized as the Top 3 Salesmen in the Council for the 2011 sale: 

 

 

Troop 84 Hunter Duitsman $3,840.00 

Pack 91 Ben Whitney $3,827.00 

Pack 242 Craig Greuel              $2,711.00 



Lincoln Trails Council Calendar 
January — February 

Lincoln Trails Council 
Boy Scouts of America 
262 W. Prairie Avenue 
Decatur, IL 62523 

To our valued volunteer: 

January 
 

¶ January 8 -  OA LEC 

 

¶ January 10 -  Properties Committee 

 

¶ January 14 -  Argenta/Oreana Merit Badge Fair 

 

¶ January 18  -  Council Training Committee 

 

¶ January 21 - Klondike Derby 

 

¶ January 25,26,27 - Staff Planning Conference 

 

 

 

 

February 
 

¶ February 4 - Membership Growth Conference 

 

¶ February 5 - Scout Sunday - Scout Week Begins 

 

¶ February 8 - Scouting Anniversary Day 

 

¶ February 12 -  OA LEC 

 

¶ February 14 -  Properties Committee 

 

¶ February 16 - Program Committees 

 

¶ February 18 - Caterpillar Merit Badge Fair 

 

¶ February 20  -  President’s Day - Office Closed 

 

¶ February 21 -  Executive Committee 

 

¶ February 27 -  Commissioner Cabinet 


